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A bank-rate 
gesture by 
„the Bundesbank 


‘The Bundeshunk has cut its Lombnrd 
rale (whiclı npplies (o loans It makey to 
other German hanks) from S5 to 4.5 per 
cem, ‘The securlties-remırcliase rute 
hus been eut from 3.8 to 3.5 per cent. 


he stock exchange, the dollar, the 

US budget deficit ud the Frunkfurd 
Bundesbunk's Lombard rate reduction 
are all closely linked. But can unyone 
sll wark out what the link ix? 

Contritry 10 optimistic US expectations 
there hus been no change yet in the key 
factor, the American budget deficit. 

Treasury Svcretary Jumes Baker, kuuw- 
ing ihe shortcomings of US finance policy, 
upled several wecks ago for an approach 
popular with politicians in 4 tight spot: he 
decided that attack was lhe best means of 
defence. 

‘Mr Baker attacked the Bundesbank's 
interest rate policy heedless of the conse- 
quences, Higher interest rates in Germany, 
he said, were clear evidence that the Bun- 
deshank was no longer abiding by the Feh- 
ruary 1987 Louvre accord arrangements 
to stabilise lhe dollar exchangc rate. 

This accusation was (totally un- 
founded. Jnpan is the only country with 
lower bank lending rales than Germany. 

The Bundesbank has gone a step fur- 
ther and reduced by a further half’ per 
cent the rale at which it lends cash Io 
banks against collateral. 

In domeslic lerms this is a finely- 
tuned move to give the German econo- 
my a fillip. In external terms il is a noble 
gesture lo the United States. 

Yet it is doubtful whether the Frank- 
furt number-crunchers have taken {he 
wind out of Mr Baker's satls. 

He neéds Germany as a bogyman be- 
hind which to hide American inactivity. 
He will probably counter by saying that 
half a per cent was far too little. 
[Hunnouversche Allgemcine, bt Nuvemher 19%7) 


A WEEKLY REVIEW OF THE GERMAN PRESS 


cunsidered desir- 
able to cuse the 
pressure vf com- 
petition on US 
manufacturers. In 
terms of conven- 
tional vevnomiecs 
this amounls to 
squaring lhe circle, 
which accounts for 
allempis l0 neguli- 
ate a contradiction 
in terms hy means 
of arrangements 
such as lhe Plaza 
agreemenl and the 
Louvre accord. They uim lo arrive At il 
common denominator on Irreconcilr 
able interest rule, moncy supply, ex- 
change rate andl current account lilr- 
gels — and to do so in keeping with 
political expediency bul ut times 
aguinst the rules uf logic. 


aE nROH-tORtNEINeNSE NEOrtCNt A 


tion. 

US monetary policy is at times X= 
Pansionary, at limes restrictive, 

Whit expectations of stability can 
possibly result! What rational hasis 
can there possibly he for exchange 
rates, especially on futures marks? 

The dollar is fuvtuming in the un- 
predictable pitlern of pulitics. 

Forwign exchange markets Ought to 
be allowed n period of peuce inl cpuiCt. 

Ne-one knows for sure where le 
dollar really stands. 

A low-valucd dollar is best in keep= 
ing with the US current uccount defi 
cit, but it needn't be û “weak” dollar as 
long ds US money policy stays on an 
even keel. 

Markets have the ubility to converl 
such different ecconomic pointers as a 
curren! nccount deficit and the central 
bank's maney supply into an exchange 
rate taking both (nctors int account. 

US policy must decide whal it wants: 
foreign capilal with all that entails or 

i i in. keeping .with 


scarce funds, 

The foreign exchange ‘market will 
then hy itself arrive at the "right" dollar 
exchange rate. Hans D. Barbier 

(Frankfurter Allgemeine Zvilung 
für Deutschland, 5 Novumber 19kK7) 


policy is going 


US manufacturers then grow mare 
competitive in inlernalional markets 
and America not only repays its loans 
in cash but also supplies the rext of the 
world with goods it had previously 
borrowed, as it were. 

The US current account deficit is 
thus reduced. 

This process cannot be observed in 
laboratory conditions. The world is in 
a constant state of flux. Many effects of 
economic changes ure superimposed. , 

But this is how Ihe mechanics uf 
capital transfers, exchange rale 
changes tnd current account balances 
work. 

Anyone who proposes to harness 
this meuningful interaction of loans 
and flows of goods must, however, ac- 
cept all ihe effects the mechanics of ex- 
change rales lrigger. 

For political reasons the Americans 
preferred not lo do su in respect of ex- 


paa 

The Americans are “to hame" for 
the confusion thal reigns in foreign ex- 
change narkets nol by virtue of their 
curremM account duficit but in respect 
of the evident contradictions in whit 
they want. 

Ifyou wanl to live on ercdil you have 
10 offer an attractive, i.e. high, rale of 
interest, which the Ame did. 

Al the sume lime they want to cut in- 
teresl rates l0 encourige US corpor- 
ations to step up their investment. 

The additional import of goods is us- 
sential to ensure thal lhe international 
transfer of capital is effected, but US 
manufacturers feel this foreign compe- 
tition is a pain in lhe neck. 

, American politicians willingly ùc- 
cept the capital offered yel criticise the 
lenders’ current account surpluses — 
which are an inevitable consequence of 
the capital transfer. 

US monetary policy grows inérca- 
singly shaky as a result of the irreccon- 
cilable demands made on it. 1 

It is expected to keep interesl rales 


of ample liquidity while at the same 
time being expected to boost foreign 
lenders" confidence in dollar stability, 
It is expected to support the dollar's 
exchange rate to underpin this confid- 
ence, yet dollar deprccialiun is also 
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a-one can say for sure how the 

dollar will farce in the days and 
weeks ahcad. Even if foreign exchange 
markets behaved in the approved text- 
book manner, cconomists would still 
not be able to forecast exchange rates 
exactly. 

Economic theory can, however, out- 
line fairly reliable trends. Il can, for in- 
stance, explain the long-term move- 
ment of exchange rates and tell when 
politics upsets markets rather than 
pacifying them. 

These may be strictly limited accom- 
plishments but they ought surely to he 
put to use in central banks’ monetary 
policy decisions. 


hy an almost incalculable number of 
motives for huying or selling, of moods 
and expectations, 

But in the longer term changes in ex- 
change rates are attributable to capital 
movements, the flow of goods and the 
monetary policies pursued by ccono- 
mies involved in the tradle in goods and 
capital. 

The dollar's appreciation and subse- 
quent depreciation over the pusl (wo 
years certainly presents cconomists 
with no insuperable problems. 

America’s current account deficit 
holds the ‘key; and it in turn is due to 
Americans — the Federal government, 
US investors and consymers —~ want- 
ing to spend more (han their natlorial 
product. 

There is hothing intrinsically repre- 
hensible about that. Loans are part and 
parcel of modern business. Put to pro- 
ductive use they can be mainsprings of 


~~growth. 


„ When Americans raise loans on cap- 


offer them. The demand for dollars 


send the exchange rate skyward and 
the dollar appreciates in value. 
Without this appreciation the capital 
transfer could not come about. 
Borrowers who raise loans basically 
don't want cash, however. They want 
to buy goods, and it is this flow of 
goods that triggers the revaluation. ` 
In this.case it is a dollar revaluation 
or, depending on vicwpoint, a deutsche- 
mark or yen . devaluation, which 
promplly improves the competitive po- 
sition of German or Japanase exporters. 
This process sets a countervailing 
trend in motion. Export earnings and 
payments made from the dollars 
loaned, boost the slpply of dollars in. 
exchange markets and rhe dollar de- 
preciates in turn, 


Felchalshalm 


Michelstsg ê Amorbach 


German roads will get you 1 The Hagen Monument in 


there - to the Odenwald Worms 
woods, for instance, where 2 Miltenberg 
events in the Nibelungen 3 Odenwald 


saga, the mediaeval German 4 Michelstadt 
heroic epic, are said to have 5 Wertheim 1 
taken place. Sagas may have i EY 
little basis in reality, but these : ۰ 
woods about 30 miles south of 
Frankfurt could well have 
witnessed gaiety and tragedy 
in days gone by. ln Worms, on 
the left bank of the Rhine, 
people lived 5,000 years ago. 
From the 5th century AD the 
kings of Burgundy held court 
there, going hunting in the 
Odenwald. 

With a little imagination you 

can feel yourself taken back 
into the past and its tales and 
exploits. Drive from Wertheim 
on the Main via Miltenberg and 
Amorbach to Michelstadt, with 
its 15th century half-timbered 
Rathaus. Cross the Rhine 

after Bensheim and take a look 
at the 11th to 12th century 
Romanesque basilica in Worms. 


DZT w DEUTSCHE ZENTRALE 
FÛR TOURISMUS EN 


Hcothavenstrnrac BQ, D-ADM Frnnkfurt/M. 


Visit Germany and let the 
Nibelungen Route be your 
guide. 
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1 i zıbly he put te the text in û lield in which 
She is trying to open his thly he f 1 
youth culture that has, a 5 l0 8 HOME AFFAIRS 


Barschel affair and stock-market slide 


ت 


Prince Charles and Lady Diana have 
been paying an uffîctal visit (o Germany. 
Rolf Scelmann-Eggebhert, an expert on 
the British Royal family who was in- 
volved in ınnking Royalty, u sucecssful 
‘TY film about theın, wrote this story for 


i أ‎ ave already been vuiveudl that 
mark on an entire generation of hi Doubts have Ire dy bee 8 
SBS. is fl ihe conserviive union is unable 10 lay 
ture subjects. It is only natural for this Jerr lidê of pili 
dialogue to lead to tension now cluimlo ne en ۲ - 
then... ت‎ Biıden-Württemberg Premier Lothir 


Charles, the prince who tries to 


ل 


Spilth (CDU) has expressed his concern 
iha infighting within the CDU ceoulcl 
weaken the purty. 

Spüth referred, on the one hand, 10 tl 
faction which is trying iv vit with the 
FDP “Tor a Lamhsdorfl-style push-and- 
shove society” and tu 1 factiun which is 
competing with the SPD “for nıximum 
welfare benefits withou a finiuneink 
basis", 

And wlınt ubout ıhê Christin Dem- 
oeralie employees’ associttion CDA, 
with its new chairman Ulf Fink, which 
seems lû he moving even further tn {ht 
left? 


Adversities 


Or the conservative union's eeon- 
omic policy advisory councils, which 
are much closer to Lambsdorltf than 
{the unruly CDA? 

The CDU will have to cope with all 
these adversilies befure it cian lay down 
the line of a coalition policy with the 
Free Denucrits. 

This assessment of potentitl conflict 
docs not even luke inte account the 
possible opposition of the CSU tu cer- 
tain policy suggestions [orwarded hy 


(hecDU, Helmut Buuer 


(Niruberger Niwhrichten, 0 Oclohçr 1 N7) 


are rocking the conservative boat 


government will have to face up tu the 
challenge of reducing costs in the hcalih 
system. 

The CDU has gm particularly cold 
feet in this field. 

This is understandable, since any ef- 
fort lo prevent lezllh costs from spîrall- 
ing means that the conservative union 
will have to demand sacrifices front all 
its political “clients”. 

An all-round uffensive will be needed 
ağainst pilients, doctors, hospitals, 
health insurance cumpanies and, lust 
but not least, the mighty pharmaceuti- 
cals industry. 

There's no point beating about the 
bush, however, since the allernative is 
catastrophe. 

No-one canı escape unscathed if the 
falter is t0 be prevented, even though 
the CDU may lose some voters along 
the way, : 

Although ıhe FDP may be slightly 
beıter off than the senior coalition part- 
ner il alse has its problems. 

Jt can he expected lo put its foot 
down when envisaged measures ad- 
versely affect the ıraditionally liberal 
electoral elicntele, 


The cualitian, therefore, will proh- 


Np 


Although Ihc tax reform seems lo 
melling way in lhe hands of guvern- 
menı prupagandists there his been no 
attempt to launch ù counlernffensive. 

The government seems lo be prene¬ 
vupied with eflorts tu cushion criticism 
ind dispel misgivings. 

lı miıy have to pay the price for a seri- 
ous planning error at the beginning of 
the year when the coalition announced 
and praised the envisaged tax reform as 
the achicvement of the century without 
cxplaining how it was Lo be financed. 

The ınoment of truth came after the 
stale elections; the scemingly clever 
strategy turned out to be a gigantic mis- 
culeulation. 

Those who hope that time will heal all 
wounds and that the blessings of the {aX 
reform Will eventually pacify the critics 
once they notice the financial benefits in 
their own puckets have no reason to he 
overoptimistic. 

Apart from sorting out the problem 
uf how lo finance the statutory pension 
schente, itself a tough nut to crack, the 


Although the development of the 
economy lis alse benefittecl the ceali- 
lun must valets, fhe comnyinsind sail, 
“tet tal ihe CDIVCSU h pro- 
nunced ccunomic and fiscal policy 
computenve profile”, 
The commissiun's immlysis rejvets he 
assertion (hat the SPD loses our in re“ 
gions in which service industrics pre 
vail. 

Findings reveal thu the SPD as Ihe 
parly of sociul securily and solidarity 
lost substantid ground in prosperous 
urban conurbations wih ù fuvourable 
cvunomiec structure, whereas il dil well 
in regions "which are undergoing i cri“ 
sis or ralical structural change 

Johannes Riu.qucslioned the signitiu= 
ance of this parlicular finding, 

In a letter to the cummission he 
warned agains! simply “backing a new 
horse" now that the “shallow service 
thesis" has heen refuted. 

Rau feels thal it is more important to 
elaborate polilical policies “which vor 
ters with varying value orientations” can 
supparl. 

In reality, Rau complained, the SPD 
has done quite lhe opposite, uddressing 
‘only those voters who approve of nll (a 
word which was underlined in Rau's [ut- 
ter) SPD palicy decisions, 

One sentence in Rau’ letter may 
make some party colleagues wonder 
whether the depuly chairman supports 
#ll parly resolutiuns. 

These resoluions, Rau emphiusted, 
should not fetier the pariy’s uciivities, 
hut serve as a lasso for As Many VOTUFS iis 
possible. 

“Otherwise,” Rau explained. “we run 
the risk of abandoning our charicler ax 
ù people's parly and degenerating into ù 
denominational grouping". 

This concern alone provides more 
fond for thought {han can be Jdealı with 
during a two-dûy executive cûammittteé 


Mestng: Dieireh Miller 
Der Tuagesapicgel, Berlin, 3U cubes 14%7) 


ER TAGESSPIEGEL 


S 


the commission drew i number of self- 
critical conclusions. 

Ihe overriding objective of the SPID's 
general election caumpuign, that wus 1o 
achitve iı majorly on ils own, was criti 
vised hy the commission as uurvatlistic. 

This gul, he cammission claimed, 
had u demobilising effec. 

Furthermeurcr, ispules within tle piur- 
ly damaged the credibility of the elec- 
tion ohjeciive, the commission suid. 

The campiuign itself, it added. was no1 
conducted as aggressively as it should 
have been and some party conference 
resolutions were ton fresh to be credibly 
conveyed 1o potential voters. 

The impacı of the campaign prumol- 
ing Johannes Rau as û much hetter all- 


ernative as Chancellor than Helmut 
Kohl was overestimated. 
„A Ltotul nf 23 points of criticism was 
listed, including the stulement that the 
party had failed lo present a shadow ca- 
hinet, 

The commission's other findings are 
morc important lor thc party's future. 

The ability of the SPD to convince 
voters "hat industry and cmploymenl 
are in guod hands” under an SPD gov- 
ernmen1i will he Jecisively important if 
it intends obtaining political majorities. 

The SPD is regarded as competent in 
the sucial policy ficld, but not in the 
field ûf modernising society and indus- 
try ar pursuing a successful fiscal puli- 
cy, the analysis pointed out, 


Internal SPD report critici 
party image and performance 


he Social Democrats sel an unreal 

istic oul for themselves by trying 10 
win an absolute mijority in {he general 
ulection in January, says an internal pûr= 
iy report. 

A special parly commission healed 
hy its farmer business manuger, Pelet 
Glutz, listed 23 points of criticism. Il 
found thi the effect of promoting Jor 
hannes Rau as aA better allernative to 
Chanccllor Kohl was overdstimated. 

l also found thuı the campaign was 
not aggressive enough, that 1 shadow 
cabingt.should have been drawn up and 
that irternal disputes lost the party vo- 
ters. 

The commission report is being con- 
sidered hy the party's national execu- 
tive. 


Deputy parly chairman Johannes 
Rau feels that the SPD is running the 


pcople'’s party and degenerating Into û 
denominational grouping". 

The commission's unalysis and Rat's 
remarks were among the major topics 
on the agenda the executive committee 
mecling. 

In a closed meuiing in the middle of 
November the SPD party cvuncil will 
also take a closer look at ihe whys and 
wherefores of the outcome of ihe SPD's 
generil election campaign. 

This painful saul-searching could 
gash opvn wounds which have just 
healed. 

Most puliticians in the SPD, however, 
leel thut this is the unly way 10 further 
the party's cause. 

Under the chairmanship of lhe SPD's 
farmer husiness manager Peler Glotz 


he conservative unin (CDU-CSU) 

is ging uuugh a rough patch: na- 
one knows how Ihe CDU intends 
wriggling its way out of the morilss prO~ 
duced hy thé Barsehel affair in Schles- 
wig-Holstein, the most northern Lend. 

it is little consulation that the erisis of 
eredibillty relates tu all political parties 
as well as the sysiem uf parliamentary 
democracy asa whole. 

Jî is still not clear how much more 
dirt the affair will Jig up or how many 
politicians and civil servants in ihe 
country's northernmost stiıte will suffer 
in ils wake. 

The crisis af confidence triggered by 
Ihe worldwicle stock market crash is just 
as serious. 

The slump in share values not only af- 
feels those who hold shares and do the 
louclest compluining. 

Once the basis of economic confid- 
ence starts t10 crumble prospects fur the 
ecunomy As u whale hecome gloumier. 

.The result nay be a recession of the 
US economy and an American culd 
could lead to pneumonia in Europt. 

lt cannot. thercforc, be rulcd out thiul 
4 crisis will break out in Germany tno 
and thal the response of consumers and 
investors will adversely affect the state 
of the cconomy. This would also cul- 
minate in a recession. 

It is hardly surprising that the stock 
market slump has got the Bonn govern- 


stock market reports for signs uf an im- 
provement or a Turther exacerbation of 
Ihe stock market crash, 

It is now gcenernlly accepted hat the 
sifuation could get even worst. 

As many people start looking for pol- 
ical scapegoats in Ihe Jace of a crisis 
hoth the conservative union and tlie 
FDP dûre concerned that {he govuern- 
ments trump carl in disputes with the 
Suciul Democrats, ils competence in lhe 
economic policy field, may lose its va-= 
lue. And what happens then’? 

Of course, uther problems confrant- 
ing the CDU and CSU, as ıhe must im-= 
portant partners in the Bonn govern- 
ment coalition, might then pale into in 
significance. The wperative word here, 
however, is “might”. . 

The tqx reform package, for example, 
which has been presented iis the govern- 
ment's piêce de résisıunce during this 
legislative period, looks like backfiring. 


1 uLonjy ubuul the 
1 


getit financed. : 

Shift and night workers are up in 
arms, car industry wurkers are prolest- 
ing, and the Bavarian Land government 
is doing all it can ıı prevent a reduction 
in federal government subsidies for can- 
teen food in the knowledge that this will 
udversely affec1 civil servants tt0. 

.The withholding tus on interest pay- 
ments, which luoks, like becuming an 
administrative monstrosity. hus hy no 
means been digested by all conservative 
politicians. 2 

CSU chairman Friunz Joncl Strauss 
has already dissuciuted himselt from 
this form of taxalion., : 

This comês ùs nu surprise in View of 
his political instinct fuer what ıs pupular 
and what isn't. 


No-one admires Princess Dig 5 
transfornulion l0 SUPETSTAF StAtUs more 
than her husband, Even so, when 
make iı joim puhlie appearance he notes 
time danu again that more attention i 
pnid in the media to his wife's wardro! 
than to his own well-chosen words, 

Yet when they part company lo shat 
hands on opposite sides of the Street, 
Prince Churles has heen known 10 sense 
the disappointment of people on bi 
side of the street. 

He thens asks them, saunding a no 


„. Of comic despair, whether he show 


give the flowers to hls wife. Evermont 
senses, however, that he finds il any | 
thing but amusing. ّ 

As kings and queens do not as a rık 
retire, Prince Charles may not ascend 
the throne until an age when others art 
thinking in terms of relirement. 

That suits him fine. He has never 
made nny secret of the fact that he 
would no1 like to take over rom his 
mother as long as she can still hande 
her duties. 

Sir John Colville, Churchill's privat 
secretary and in that capacily a man 
who was in close contact with the Queen 
in her younger days, hus mooted a pos’ 
sible deadline for the transfer of power. 

*"! feel the Queen will stay until her 
golden jubilee,” he said. That is not until 
2003, Rolf Seelmann-Eggebert 

{Die Zeit, Humburg, h Novçmher 1981) 


see the world as it really is 


Aguinst thc backgrouikl of i puliticul 
Establishment that retains itn unswery- 
ing belief in technological prog nd 
economic growth, the Prince's interes 
in organic firming, his criticism of mod- 
ern low planning ind his support for 
altfernalive medicine al times make him 
appear somewhat odd. 

AL times he also overshuots the mark, 
Public candenınation of ù project by the 
Prince of Wales anıounts, in British so- 
ciety, to an execution, 

Even so, Prince Charles can be relied 
on, until such time as he is finally ob- 
liged, on assuming the throne, to hold 
his tongue, to say what he thinks. 

i runs in the family. He has learnt 
from his father how to ruffle political 
feelings. 

His marriage with the then Lady Dia- 
na Spencer in 1981 was most fortunaie, 
and not just because their two sons, one 
of whom is heir to the throne, now romp 
round Kensington Palace, 

Princess Diana is a young woman 
who has joined the Royal family without 
entirely adjusting to ind conforming 
with her new surroundings. 

She exercises an influence on how her 
children are brought up. She introduces 
Prince Charles to pop stars he had pre- 
viously not even heard of. 


for the inner cities, If at first you don't 
succeed, .. 

is Britain's heir-appnrent a "prince of 
the poor"? Certainly not. His hobbies 
are expensive. He likes the upper crust. 

If, by mistake, his mother is men- 

tioned other than as “Her Majesty the 
Queen" he can turn into a block of ice. 

Yet behind this formality he is an ex- 
tremely frank and thoughtful person — 
so frank as to be able to admit to feeling 
frustrmMed. 

He said in our interview that he 
wasn't a city person. He preferred to 
pay his Cornish tenants regular visits, 
learning from then in what was clearly a 
quest for the simple life, 

He sounded û note of genuine enthu- 
siasm, saying: 

“Country life is tremendous for the 
soul. When you sit al a desk all the time, 
reading paperwork, rushing from one 
appointment to the next, it's marvellous 
for the soul to get out and about. 

“Manual labour does you a power of 
good: mucking out a cowstall, lending a 
hand with calving, milking cows, repair- 
ing dry-stone walls, 1 come back û conı- 
pletely different person." 

In certain British circles — the ones 
thal tend to set the fashion —~ such con- 
fessions are greeted with disdain. 


options for enabling Austrii und other 
Efta countries to fall in with Europeai 
ceo ON ined Europe mus |7 
ulways be kept open,” he said. 

Horst Teltsclik, unother of Chancel 
lor Kohl's close advisers, sounded 1 
markedly different note in a talk he pat 
in Vienna, 

East Bloc diplomats listened allen 
ively as he drew up a “vision” of a joint 
defcuce strategy for the 12 European 
Comnıunily countries, 

A langlerm target of this kiud, 4 
outlined hy Herr Teltschik, would bê 
hound to clash with Austria's neural 
status ancl hamper the Austrian polit} 
of rapprochement, 

Chancellor Vranitzky's aim is to 4” 
rive at a constructive dialogue with 
Bonn on what, he feels, are crucial 8 
sucs for both Austria and Europe. 

The Viennese argument amounts to ê 
division of Western Europe Into a40 
economically powerfu! European Carr 
munity and a cordon of “periphersl 
states" at the receiving end of discrimi 


atory treatment being not only to ( ' Today, no-one talks nhaut the relicf 
.detrimonteFbotI?, 1 j 


L1 LD ل‎ 
Îr iç alen caid tn hr an impediment س‎ 
relaxation of East-West tics. E 
Engelbert Washietl 
{Rheiniseher Merkur, Christ und Well. 
Bonn, û November 19) 


The German Tribune 
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A steady hand 
on Austria’s 


rudder 


Chancellor Vranitzky, who was litle 
known abroad as chief executive of the 
Austrian Lãnderbank, is busy building 
up an international profile. 

lt is not that Foreign Minister Alois 
Mock is not busy and active in interna- 
tional affairs; he has enough appoint- 
ments to keep him busy round the cluck, 

But Herr Mock is also Vice-Chancel- 
lor and leader of his own party, which 
sidelines him at tines, allowing the 
Chancellor freedom he uses to the full, 

in foreign relations Austria's ties with 
the Federal Republic of Germany both 
assume increasing importance and grow 
steadily more difficult. 

Issues of transit facilities across the 
Austrian Alps have long ceased to be 
seen aš a problem to be even ap- 


proached, let alone solved, by means of - 


rnadl tnlle 

The Austrian government has. im- 
pressed upon the European Community 
in Brussels and the relevant governnmient 
departments in Bonn thiat the problem 
haş all-Eüropean dimensions. 
, .Inother economic and industrial con- 
texts Austria has similarly come to see 
itself more and more as part of Weslern 
Europe even though it may not be a 
member of the European Community. 

Austrian government policy is now 
aimed at an approximation to the Com- 
munity's planned European internal 
market. So keenest attention is paid to 
the different views voiced in Bonn on 
relevant topics. 

Lutz Stavenhagen, Minister of ‘State 
at the (Bonn) Chancellor's Office, as- 
sured the Austrian People's Party in 
Villach there were several promising 


ustrian Chancellor Franz Vranitz- 


ky, who had talks in Bonu with 
Chancellor Koll and Forcien Minister 
Genscher, has carned a reputation for 


consistency and continuity in L6 months 
al the helm in Vienna. 

He regularly succeeds in walking the 
brink of the scething volcano as though 4 
red carpet were laid out specially for hin. 

Even in his own Socialist Party, the 
leading party in Austria's coalition gov- 
ernment, he lends a remarkably exalted 
existence. 

At lower levels political adversaries 
may admit to making each other sick, as 
Economic Affairs Minister Robert Graf 
said of the Freedom Party, or Liberals, 
and vice-versa. 

But the Chancellor remains in a 
bright light, like an icon, for all to see. 
His relationship.with the Socialist Party 
is pale and intended, by virtue of a clas- 
sical division of labour, to remain so. 

At the Socialists’ 30th party confer- 
ence the SPÛ leader, ex-Chancellor 
Fred Sinowatz, was reaffirmed in office, 
which merely meant that the Chancellor 
need hardly trouble himself with ideo- 
logical details. 

All Austria seems naw to be run on 
the basîs of a sensitive division of labour 
system governed by a nine-letter pas- 
sword: Vranitzky. 

There can be no doubt that the Chan- 
cellor has taken over, and done so read- 
ily, the external representation of his 
country where President Waldheim has 
difficulty in doing so. 


The Chancellor's Office has become 


the port of call for foreign visilors who 
are reluctant to call on the President. 
Visitors also hand in at the Chancel- 
lor's Office invitations {hat would nor- 
mally be extended to the head of state. 
When normal service may be re- 
sumed is an issue Austrians, including 
the Socialists, prefér not to consider. 
The party conference rejected by 198 
votes to 101 a resolution calling on Dr 
Waldheim to resign as President. 


Die Zell. 


ddly enough, the mare peneirable 
ihe grey walls of Buckingham and 

Kensington Palace have grown, the less 

clear the contours of Britain's Royal 

family have become. 

While the popular Press descends on 
every litbit that self-imposed censorship 
might use to have brushed under the red 
carpet, those who fecl professionally re- 
sponsible for keeping up the image of 
the Royals do their best to maintain 

more traditional standards and appcar- 

ances. 

In common with Her Majesty's irri- 
tated subjects the rest of the world 
waits, like viewers hooked ou Dallas, 
fur its weekly episode of what might 
well be serialised as Palace. 

Since the reality as rule falls well 
short of the seriptwriters' expectations, 
details are blown up out of all propor- 
tion and the imagination is given a frce 
rein, arguably bridled only by the rider: 

"Similarities with living persons are 
entircly imentional,” 

Prince Charles, 39 on 14 November, 
is a child of the electronic era and wel! 
versed in its mechanisıns. 

So he is unlikely to be unduly upset 
by the distorted picture of him that is 
portrayed in the media. His training has 
imbued him with competence and 
sovereignty. 

His public schoul education, Cam- 
bridge history degree and careers in the 
Royal Air Force and the Royal Navy 
have given him a clenrer len af cvery- 
day life than any of his 2U predecessors 
as Prince of Wales. 

Yet he stil scems to have an un’ 
quenched thirst to sec and experience 
fur himself the world as it really is. 

When Prince Charles gave us an in- 
terviecw in 1985 for the TV serics Royal 
ty | asked him whıether, on his forcign 
tours as a special ambassador, he cver 
gnined an opportunity of looking behind 
\he scenes. 

“If you can listen and ask the right 
questions you will learn a lot, On official 
visits of this kind it is, of course, diffi 
cult to see everything you might like to 
see. 

“Your hosl always wants to.show yol 
1he sunny side and not the darker side. 
He isn" made, when all is said and done. 
Yet you still manage to pick up a great 
deal." 

In Britain Prince Charles takes good 
care to ensure thal the seamier sides are 
not hidden from him. Shortly before our 
interview he was. revealed. to have 
slipped out of the palace in disguise one 
evening, 

He was not engaged in a 1,001 
Nights-style adventure along the lines of 
Haroun al-Rashid; he merely wanted to 
see at first hand what life was like for 
London's homeless. : 

Much of what he does is not recorded 
in ihe court news, For years he has 
worked untiringly to make his personal. 
contribution toward reducing Britain's 
appalling level of youth unemployment. 

Prince's Trust funds havc been in” 
vestied in a venture to enable young peo” 
ple to set up craft enterprises of their 
uwn. . 

He misses no opportunity of referring 
to the fate of urban areas that have for- 
feited their industrial basis and are 
slowly going to rack and ruin. 

Mrs Thatcher's government has now 
also stated its intention of doing more 
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It also plans to generally raise tuhac- 
co tax in an effort te eliminate the un- 
healthy “vice” by pulting Financial pres- 
sure an smokers. 


W THE EUROPEAN COMMUNITY 


This fully complies with the Cum- 
munity's “Europe Against Cancer" pro- 


gramnte and is ussured the Eurape-wicle 
approval of non-smokers. The Commis- 


sion's proposals would have ia consider 
able impact on the budge1 policies af in- 
dividual member states. 

lf these taxation plans are pul into 
practice Belgium, Haly and the Nether- 
lands are likely to have the same tax 
revenue intake as hitherto. 

In France there would be a few francs 
less in the government {reasılry. 

In Britain, Greece and the Federal 
Republic of Germany the treasury 
hopes for a slighily higher revenue as a 
result of the proposals. 

The finance ministers in poor lrcland 
and rich Denmark, on the nther hanud, 
would suffer substantial revenue losses. 


Unrealistic 


Copenhagen expects û revenud Jec- 
rease uf up to [ive pir cem uf its gross 
domestic product. 

In view of lhe already extremely bigl 
taxes in Denmark lhe Danish finance 
minister will find İl virtually impossible 
té offset this decreise by raising direct 
taxation levels, 

One high-ranking official in ihe Dan- 
ish Finance Ministry remarked thi it is 
“unrealistic to expect Copenhagen to ef- 
fecl a tax adjustment to the level envi- 
saged by Brussels”. 

Furthermore, the Danes have more 
fundamental reservations about the fact 
hid Brussels imends fixing taxation le- 


medlaposetl =a [ş- 


This, they clainı, would mean tlie loss 
of sovereign powers in the field of econ- 
onic policy. 

Paris has raised similar objections, 

even though the budgetary impuct of the 
Commission's proposals there would be 
limited. 
„, The former director-general of the 
tax administralion, Dominlquce de La 
Martinière, referred in Le Moncle lo 
“presumpuousness™ by Brussels, 

He even suspects a conspirncy be- 
tween Eurocrats in Brussels and West 
German Finance Ministry officials, 
since, in his opinion, the Commission's 
proposals are fully in line with Bonn'’s 
intentions. 1 

Others in France share his scepticism 
and Paris is worried that individual 
member states might lose their budge- 
tary decision-making powers and, as a 
result, the power to determine the 
course of their own economic policies. 

Frenchmen concerned about the pos- 
sible loss of national independence fear 
that this might lead to a gradual shift of 
economic policy decision-making pow- 
ers to Brussels. 

The European Commission, on the 
other hand, argues that it will only be 
possible to set up an extensive Com- 
munily market if the obstacles erected 
by differing taxation systems in the 
Comnıünity are removed, 

The long-term advantages of harmon- 
isation in this field, Brussels insists, are 
grealer than the short-term adjustmenl 
difficulties individual member countries 
may encounter. 

The Community can only face up to 
the challenge of the future and outstrip 
its main rivals, the USA and Japan, with 
the help of a large European ecunomic 
area and a free Community market. 

Thomas Gack 
{Stuutgarter Zcitung, # October 197) 


Bid to take the higgledy out of piggledy 
by rationalising rates of VAT 


cent envisaged by ıhe Commission, tax 
revenue loxses will be big. 

The deficit would have to be filled by 
an inerease in dircet tax — which would 
anger taxpayers. 

Because of this, Lord Cockfield has 
announced that Brussels will demonstr- 
ate maximum flexihilty and tolerate de= 
viations from the planned target range 
for a transitional period. 

Britain and Ireland, for example, are 
to be allowed tu retain their zero VAT 
rates [nr cerlain products afler 1992. 

The Comniissiun proposals an excise 
duties are also likely 1o come up aguinst 
natiunal obstacles, 

Both the taxatinn structures and the 
consumer habits of individual Com- 
munity member states vary a lat. 

Social and health policy ubjecıives, 
which have nothing to do with ts poli- 
cies. must also he taken into considera- 
tion. 

So a process of Europein alignmenl 
here will probably he even more com- 
plicated. 

In spite of the fact that this is a highly 
contruversial political field the Conm- 
mission has nevertheless suggested the 
introduction of Communiiy-wide stand- 
ard rates of taxation for petrol, diesel 
fuel, heating oil, alcohol and tobacco. 

Some of the proposals Brussels has 
made will stir up already existing hor- 
nets’ nests, 

Will Bavarian heer drinkers, for ex- 


towards Brussels following the dispute 
over West German beer purily regul- 
atlons, accept a 12 per cent increase in 
the price of their beer? 

If the Commission's proposals on ex- 
cise taxes are approved German con- 
sumers will have ta dig deeper into their 
pockets. 

Four-star petrol, for example, will 
then cost 19 per cent more, wine thir=- 
{een per cent, spirits 5 per cent and ci- 
garettes 2 per cent. 

Environmenlal protectionisls and 
health policy experts are the only 
groups likely to give their wholehearted 
approval to the Commission's propo- 
sals. 

The Commission, for example, sug- 
gests introducing the tax relief already 
granted for unleaded petrol in the Fed- 
eral Republic of Germany in all Com- 
munity states. 


Up to nuw. goods which are exported 
from ont Community member country 
to another have been exempied from 
tax, exporters paid back any excess pay- 
mems they may hive madle, and taxes 
charged again on these products in the 
importing country. 

The European Commission suggests 
aligning the rates of value added taxa- 
tion in member countries by 1992 at the 
latest and al the same time fixing Com- 
munity-wide excise tax levels for tobac- 
ca, tlecohol and mineral oils. 

The Community's tax experts in 
Brussels have upled for A system of 
VAT rales rescmhbhling the German sys- 
tem: thal is, hoth a standard rate ancl a 
reduced rate for basic consumer guods 
such as food, heating oil, gas. electricity, 
water, medicines. books. Iransporl 
costs, magazines and newspapers. 

To cushion the difficulties such an 
adjustment may produce the Commis- 
sion is not calling for a Europe-wide 
streamlining of value added taxation 
syslems, but merely for an alignment to 
a flexible tax rate margin. 

The Commission would like the 
standard VAT rate to be above 14 per 
cen and hcelow 20 per cent and lhe re- 


all Community countries by 1992. 

Greece, for example, would have to 
introduce value added tax, 

From Bonn's point of view the Com- 
mission's proposal does nol constitute a 
major problem, since the German VAT 
rates of 14 and 7 per cent are already 
within the “target corridor" and would 
not have to be raised or lowered. 

Other countries however, will find it 
more difficult, Britain and Ireland do 
nat levy VAT on food and medicine. 

The new system would have serious 
social implications. Four other Com- 
munity countries also have goods which 
are exempted from YAT. 

. Denmark, with its high standard VAT 
rate of 22 per cent, and ireland (25 per 
cent) will have the biggest problems... 

If these two countries lower their 
VAT rates to the ceiling level of 20 per 
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very year, millions uf Eurupcans 
E: baffled by i seemingly paradox- 
ical phenomenon euch time they cross a 
European border. 

Thirty years after the signing of the 
Treaty of Rome customs duties no long” 
er exist in the Europeiın Community. So 
why are there still border checks, cus- 
toms posts and customs officials? 

The-kituation is all the more absurd in 
view of ihe fact tht u customs uniun 
was set up in the Community in 1968 
and irade within the EEC lıas been du- 
ty-free for years. 

In realiıy, the European Comınunity 
still consists of a dozen separate mar- 
keıs, cach subject lo national rules ancl 
regulations. 

Onc af the mest stubborn barriers to 
ıhe evolution of ù Irec exchange of la- 
bour anl goods as well as ù genuine 
Community market is the harmonisa- 
tiun of nationil taxation systenıs. 

Tobuece tax in Orvece and France is 
much lower than in Germany andl Den- 
mark; the tax on alcohal is high in Den- 
mark dnd low in ltaly. : 

Tou prevent a distortion of compeli= 
tion within the Communily these taxes 
have to be aligned to levels in respective 
importing countries through reimburse- 
ment or Additional tax. So customs offi- 
cials are still needed. 

The Community's government lead- 
ers and heads of state have set their 
ministerial officials the targe! date of 


market" into reality. 


Intentions 


In summer this year the European 
Commissiun declared its firm intention 
to eliminate one of the major obstacles 
to this ambitious goal. 

The British Community Commission- 
er responsible for this field, Lord Cock- 
field, has already drawn up detailed 
proposals for an alignment of the Com- 
munity’s varying value added and excise 
taxes. 

The discussion of this problem, which 
is almost as old as the Community itself, 
is now entering a decisive phase, 

extremely confusing network of dif- 
fering taxation systems is hampering 
harmonisation efforts in this field, 

France has half-a-dozen VAT rates, 
whereas Britain either imposes a stand- 
15 per cent or no VAT at all. 
VAT rate in individual member 
of 1 per cent on certain goods in Bel- 
gium to 36 and 38 per cent respectively 
in Greece and Jtaly on luxury articles 
such as jewellery and furs. 

The Commission has compiled a 
more exact list of even greater differ- 
ences in excise duties. 

Of course, Brussels knows that the 
historically evolved systems of taxation 
in individual countries cannot be “Eu- 
ropeanised” at one fell swoop. 

The aim, however, is to ensure en- 
ough harmonisation to prevent price 
distortions and make border controls 
superfluous. 

As of 1992 it is hoped that the com- 
plicated and extremely bureaucratic 
System of a border compensation for 
varying tax levels will no langer be 
needed. 
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Terrorism unbeaten but no 
longer threat to nation 


well itself come te be seen as Wurth fight. 
ing by miny memburs of ıhe public, 

Hl is iı "hetels Û win. tails YOU lose" sile, 
tion. Wlatevcı the authorities did, the 
RAF remind a threat to the comnunity. 

Since the aluluctian of Berlin CD 
leader Peter Loren curly in 1075 Ile Xal 
has decided that it is better tu set SERI 
ment aside than lo appear helpless, 

For a wek the Federal BOvernmenl 
danced to the tune culled by the terrorisis 
who held Herr Lorenz captive. lı released 
six conviclel lerrorisis who were floua to 
Yemen. Several uf them later TClutuied أ‎ 
Gttmany and resumed their terrurist ara 

Born was harshly criticised for saci : 
ing the life of Hanns-Martin Schleyer and 
risking those of the 87 Passengers and 
crew af the Lufthansa airliner in 1977 by 
adopting a hard-line approach to the ter- 
rorists. 

Many people were no less upsel that the 
authorities did ııoı stop short at what Hel 
mut Schmidt called the horderline of con- 
sttutional government but went well bè 
yontl it in their hids to triıce the terrorists. 


For a brief period the police sent the * 


tori 


lawmakers packing, the Brvrdeskrimina- 
lami emerged as arguibly the mast power- 
ful institution in Hw cuuntry and decisior. 
were arrived it not in Ihe Bundestag or by 
Cabinet but by crisis vaffs fur whom 
no provision was made iu Biısic law, the 
1944 Bonn constitution. 

ConslilMional safeguards were set 
aside, the system uf polilical checks and 
balance nu longer LOU-per=cent p= 
erMional and even the Press temporirh, 
waived Is responsibilily. 


Yet even û no-bholds-biut rol maln i 
uuu lu liuurv whic {he dU 


prove unable to use the means at their civ ` 
pusal. 

This — arguably the third les lo lv 
learll — wis ¢ inly tl Case IN yearn 
dg when the police failed to Hollow up 
varly reports Ut could have led them le 
where Derr Schleyer wits held prisoner. 

1 is now cleur tha tetrorin, anl nol 
the system of conslitutoiil goverment 
was the loser in |977, 

The RAF niy nol have ceined iu cast 
hur it has long kicked he potential i 
launch krgescale blucknail bids that 
commanded 1Û ye: 

All it retains is the ability to minllessly 
1 duals of symbhulic soci sig” 
nificance, and even in this connection iS 
leewuy has narrowed. ااا‎ 

Gerold von Braunmühl, the terrurislS 
las1 victim, was a Forcign Office official 
with no special protection, a sitting duck. 
aš it were. 

He was a minor figure whe had devoted 1 
his diplomatic career to the cause of cor 
ing to terms-witICTMCBest.anud war tu Ff 1 


hranlrrl hy hie murderers wh 43ê - 
sought in vain to enlist the support witht f 
peace movement, as a "cuverl diplomal 
imperialist war strategy." ۴ 

Thal was a finul declaration of idevlo#’ 
cal bankruptcy hy a handful of confuse 
terrorists who were still capable of ter 
but no longer — the fourth lesan te * 
learnt — able to make political hcadwaY’ 

Gerold von Braunmiühl's brothers ma 
this point clcar in an upen leuer 10 
murderers, saying: 

“You and your terrorism will gel 
where in combating injustice and vin” | 
committed by governments and the saê 

“Your murders will bring us now 
nearer lo a world more fit for peopl ® 
live in. Your bullets may make their mã ' 
but not your argumenls." 

٣ Joachim Hauck 
{Nürnherger Nachrichten, 14 Octobe 198 


TT years iùgu, employers leauler 

Hanns-Martin Schleyer wis Kkil- 
tapped and a Lufihansiı jel, with 87 pis- 
sengers atl crew un board, was hijacked 
to Mogadishu. 

The airliner was recaptured on the run- 
way, ils passengers freed and the hijackers 
killed by a special antiterrorisı squad 
flown out from Bonn, 

Red Army Faction (RAF) terrorists 
then jointly committed suicide in Stamnı- 
heim jail, Stuttgart, and Herr Schleyer was 
murdered by his abcluctors. 

A comparison of today's pulitical des- 
peradoes with the situation a decade agoils 
indispensable for an assessment of lerror- 
ism, the threat it poses and the strategy of 
the present RAF generation. 

The conclusions from this comparison 
are instructive, even for politicians who 
are convinced the best way to deal with 
terrorism is to introduce ever tougher 
legislation. 1 

The first lesson is not encouraging. It is 
that the RAF and the fragmented groups 
that have followed in its footsteps are not 
defeated. 

The hydra of terrorism has grown freslı 
heads and continues to beat ils blood- 
stained path round Germany. 

Its victims have included US service- 
men, German industrialists such as MTU 
board chairman Zimmermann and Sic- 
mens executive Kurt Beckurts, and Bonn 
government afficials such as Gerold von 
Brnunmühl of the Foreign Office. 

Herr von Braunmühl was shot and 
killed in Bonn almost nine years to the luy 

after the storming of the hijacked Lufthan- 


su airliner in Mopadlislın. 
Fls KilCIS USC NC pistol UML Kltleul 


Hanns-Marlin Schlcyer, 

This deliberate choice of wenpon wus 
intended to show not only that there were 
personal links between the killers of the 
Iwo men but alse that the killings Torınecl 
parl of a “tradition,” 

Mogadishu and Stammheim, names thal 
stind for the darkest day uf Germûn ter- 
rurism, clearly prompted the murder of 
Geruld von Braunmiühl as ù warning Hat 
the RAF was still a force lo he reckoned 
with, 

Yet Germany's urban guerrillas hive in 
reality grown powerless — other than still 
being capable of committing murder and 
mayhem. 

The second lesson tn be learnt from a 
comparison of 1977 and 1987 is thal even 
though terrorists may continue to kill and 
bomb they are not going to put the state 
out of joint, force its authorities to their 
knees and send its citizens on to the barri- 
cades. 

Ten years ufter the “German autumn" 
of Schleyer and Mogadishu this is a point 
on which we can rest assured. 

In 1977 anything seemed possible. A 
good dozen terrorists kept the entire 
country breathless, seemed lo have the 
state at their mercy and, arguably, even to 
be in a position to force the authorities lo 
surrender. 

Ten years ago the RAF was closer to its 
objective, in an interlude that seems eerie 
and a nightmare in retrospect, than it İs ev- 
er again likely to be. 

It put the stale in a quandary the dem- 
ocratic system of government is poorly 
equipped to handle. 

` When the state is so helpless as to have 
to yield to pressure by a handful of terror- 
ists, people will lose confidence in its au- 
thority and ability to act. 

Yet if it sets sentiment aside and resorts 
to arguably unconstitutional methods in an 
attempt to stem the terrorist tide, it may 


have changed Ihe climate of upiniun in 

Germiny for sone time ty cume, 

Who can blame the police if fram 
now on they are less ready, in critical si- 
tuations, 10 put a damper on their enıo- 
tions and build bridges rather than to 
draw their lruncheons first and think af- 
terwaredls? 

The shauting ol the two policemen ùt a 
protest demonstration to mark un anniver- 
sary in cunnectiun with the new Frankfurt 
airport runway clearly shows yet again thit 
politically motivated use of farce has [reel 
itself from the last conceivable link with 
recognisahle ideolugy and ended in sheer, 

unadulterated madness. 

Killing police officers in connection 
with a runway that has long been taken 
into service makes as little sense as fire- 
bombing hranches of a retail food store 
for selling South African produce, 

The culprits may have felt their call 
for a boycott of South African goods 
justified fire-bombing the stores, but in 
fact the stores did not even stock the 
controversial Cape produce. 

As always when violence of this kind 
occurs, politicians use strong words. 
Many who might wel! have made better 
use of quieter times to take appropriate 
action are now clamouring for tougher 
legislation. 

There will be now be no avoiding the 
classification of wearing camouflage at 
demonstrations as a criminal rather 
than a civil offence (a relatively miinar 
issue inlo which the Bonn coalition 
seems to have haplessly sunk its teeth). 

If that were the only political! damage 
the use of force were to have done, it 
would nol. perhaps, be su bad. Bur 
tougher legislation is unlikely to be ihe 

least use, 

Those who ure prepared to kill others 

Continued on page 6 


first hand 
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Policemen shot 
dead by 
demonstrators 


Two policemen were shot dead and nine 
others injured, orte critically, when they 
tried to disperse demonstrators, some 
wearing masks, in Frankfuri. The rlot de- 
veloped from a demonstration by about 
200 against a new runway at Frankfurt 
airport, which has bcen » controversinl 
issue for several years and the scene of 
several violent demonstralions. One man 
has been arrested in connection with the 
latest violence and a 9mm pistol and a 
Mare gun have been seized, tagether with 
ammunition. Stefan Geiger reports for 
Sinttgarter Zeliung. 


Peay motivated use of force 

reached a new and dangerous level 
when two policemen were shut and 
killed, the first to die in this way, during 
A demonstration in Frankfurt. 

At the time of writing a third police 
officer's condition was. critical, while 
eight others were seriously injured. 

Free-for-alls at demonstrations are 
bad enough, nat to mention arson or the 
use of ball hearings as projectiles. 

But to fire at police officers with pis- 
tals as though you were taking pot shols 
at clay pigeons testifies to an entirely 
new dimension of criminal energy, 

Even if the shots turn out to have 
been fired by û solitary marksman, they 
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He also regarcls environmental pro- 
tection as one of his socio-political 
tasks. The new company headquarters 
in Hamburg's Bramfeld district were 
constructed in accordance with the la- 
test developments for energy saving. 

Michael Otto is also keen to make his 
customers conscious uf what they can 
do to contribute towards environmental 
protection by bringing pressure to bear 
on manufacturers, but so far all he has 
managed to sell are a few energy-saving 
electrical appliances. 

He is, without doubt, the top man on 
the Oilto Versand 1 1-man board of ma- 
nagement. Apart from strategic plann- 
ing he regards it as his job to coordinate 
the group's companies, build up the ma- 
nagement in subsidiaries and motivate 
people. 

He keeps his people in line and tries 
160 keep down personal conflicts by dis- 
cussions, private conferences and peri 
uclic sessions of group dynamics. 

Michael Otto brought off his major 
coup in 1982 when he purchascd Ameri- 
cas fourth largest mail-orcler house, Spie- 
gel of Chicagu. For ten yuars this company 
had lad no growth and nuthing particular- 
ly exciting as regards profils. 

Spiegel was the answer 10 a prayer for 
Outa,. Normally the Hamburg mail-or- 
Yer house moved into established con- 
panics, except in the case of Japan and 

varlier in Holland, when Otto started 
frum the ground flnor. 


. Otto's Michael 
(Phere: dpa) 


Learning Japanese . . 
Otto. 


Günter Nawrath, he could put his own 
stamp on the company without having 
to prove himself to his two successful 
predecessors, father Werner O1to and 
Nawrath. Bul, says Michael Otto, there 
was no generation conflict. 

He was ablê to build up a strategy on 
the basis of what his father ancl manager 
Günter Nawrath, unrelated to the Otto 
family, had created. 

Werner Otto was {he first to intro- 
«luce purchasing on account, He built up 
a network of agents to collect orders 
aud introduced ordering by telephone. 
An Otto subsidiary, Hermes-Versand, 
took care of distribution. 

From the very early days the Ham- 
burg company lempied ils customers 
with special ranges of goods offered in 
special catalogues. Olt Versand skil- 
fully expanded its range by buying up 
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Today the Hanau mail-urcer huvuse of 
Schwab and Heine, a mail-order houses 
specialising in gifts. belong to the Otto 
empire along with the linen and lingerie 
specialists Win/Weiden, and firms of- 
fering women’s fashions from Alba- 
Molen. 

The company went abroacl fur the 
firs time in 1974. Through particina- 
tian in the Freneh mail-order house 3 
Suisses ImMermmuional Otto oflers the 
widest range uf mail-order goods in 
France, Belgium and Spain. 

In February this year Olto acquired 4a 
share in a smill British mail-order 
house, whose catalogue, Fogether, is 
now distributed worldwide in the group. 

The only “unexplored territory" on 
the Olto map is Italy. The company is 
looking for possibilities to get into the 
Italian market. 

Otto Versand’s major German competi- 
tors, Quelle and Neckermann, have had 
generation problems. This has not been 
the case with the Otto family where strict 
succession rules are applied, 

When manager Ginter Nawrath took 
over as chairman of the management 
board from Werner Otto, the compay 
founder moved into the supervisory 
board. Nawrath made the same move 
when young Michael Otto took over the 
management of the company. 

With the same strict adherence to the 
rules the board of management handles 
forward planning and daily affairs. 

Michael Otto summed this up by say- 
ing: “Everyone has his own way of doing 
things, everyone Lakes a different course 
of action,” 

The move into Japan does not mean 
that the company will not look energeti- 
cally for opportunities to expand else- 
where, 

In October, before the 19th, Michael 
Otto took advantage of the stock ex- 

Continued on page 8 


how the Amcerican suhsidinry was 
pushed lo i arnover of mere than a bil- 
lion dollars, muking it America's third 
largest mail-order house. 

‘The range of goods offered hy Spicgel 
was geared to the curcer woman, The 
mi Mtalogue included famous names 
from Etienne Aigner te Laura Ashley 
and Ralph Lauren, 

Along with the main cualoguc there 
were L3 specialist catalogues. In these 
Ihe main population groups, people 
whose forebears came from Scindinav- 
ia, Italy or ireland, were tempted with 
merchandise from these countries, 

But the main source of Otto Versand's 
success was the introduction of efficient 
logistics on the American market. 

Instead of having to wait for weeks on 
end before goods were delivered, usual 
in the American mail-order business, 
Spiegel supplied goods two or three 
days after they were ordered, 

The Germans, however, had a lot to 
learn from the Americans. They are way 
ahead of the Germans in noting accu- 

umaz-habits, gaining-the at- 
tention of specific target groups and 
precise market analyses, 

Thanks to an enormous increase in 
turnover from Spiegel the Otto group 
has become the largest mail-order 
house in the world. 

But the acquisition of Spiegel was not 
the only move by a European mail-or- 
der house into the difficult American 
market. It coincided with Michael Otto 
becoming the boss of his father’s busi- 
ness. 

He was appointed to the executive 
board of Werner Otto's company in 
1971, responsible for textiles purchas- 
ing. The negotiations for Spiegel, that 
came to an end in January 1982, stimu- 
lated Michael Olto's progress. 

When in March 1982 he replaced the 
former management board chairman, 


Last year, in cooperation witl ane of 
Japan's largest trading houses, Sumit, 
Otto established a joint enterprise, O1- 
to-Sumisho. Otte has a majority holding 
of 51 per cent in this enterprise. 

As was to be expected from Otlo 
Versand the start-up af this enterprise 
carly this year was very cautious. 

Michael Otto has kept in mind how 
Otto Versand began in 1950, when 
Werner Otto sent out his firsl 14-page 
catalogue. 

The first two issues of the Otto cala- 
logue that Michael Otto sent out in Japan 
in February and March of this year were 
24 and 36pages in length respectively. 

The catalogue was called Together 
and offered a small selection of govds. 
taken from the catalogue of the same 
name that has been used everywhere in 
the group since last year. 

The Japanese catalogue offered, fur 
instance, skirt and jacket sets for the 
emancipated Japanesc woman up to the 
age of 30, the target group interested in 
fashions and world trends. 

Michael Otto saicl: "We sill have a lol 
to learn in Japan.” 

To get the best of the Japanese chal- 
lenge Michael Otto, who sils un the 
young company’s supervisory buard, 
swotlted away al Japanese for nine 
months su thal he could “understand 
Japanese culture better (hruugh the 

language.” 

He orderecl his {cam of experls 


hul 


vel. 
Moving into Japan was an important 
step for {he Olo mail-order hause, on 
the roud te becoming a worldwide oper- 
ation. More than û half of annual turn- 
over of DMI Ibn is now earned abroad. 
Since 1ORO lurnover has been in- 
creased hy DMSbn by enormous inter 


nal growth and the purchase of other 
companies, 

Michael Otto regards it as his mission 
to turn the family company into an op- 
eration of international standards with 
worldwide interests. . 

His self-confidence is obvious as is 
his modesty which goes far beyond 
North German understatement, He 
does not make great play of his own per- 
sonality. He subordinates personal con- 
siderations to the job in hand. 


1 
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him, one that constantly shoulders so- 
cial responsibilities. 

Michael Otto, who very much shields 
his family life from the public gaze, is 
known to outsiders more for what he 
does than for his personality. 

The honorary positions he holds are 
more for him than just high-sounding ti- 
iles. He is a vice-president of Ham- 
burg's Chamber of Commerce and In- 
dustry and chairman of the consultancy 
council of Berlin's Import Fair. 

He is a patron of the arts and has 
founded a society of friends of Ham- 
burg’s plastic arts college. 

He is on the committee of the Werner 
Otto Foundation that operates a special 
clinic for handicapped children and a 
treatment centre for children suffering 
from cancer. 
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IW BUSINESS 


The biggest mail-order firm in the world 
moves into the Japanese market 


The Hambuırg-based mail-order firm, Ot 
to Versand, has become the biggest mail- 
order operator İn the world. In spite of 
factors such as greater car ownership 
{and thus greater mobility) working 
against this type of business, Otto Ver- 
sand has expanded both its domestic and 
overseas markets. Half the annual turn- 
over of 11 billlon marks is earned outside 
West Germany. Its purchase in 1982 of 
the fourth largest American mail-order 
business, Spiegel in Chicago, was a ma- 
jor advance. Now Otto, headed by Mil- 
chael Otto, son of the founder, is moving 
into Japan. Gunhild Freese looks at the 
mail-order pacemaker for the Hamburg 
weekly, Die Zeit. 


mitation is the sincerest form of flat- 

tery. A glance at recent German mail- 
order house catalogues reveals that they 
are all much the same. 

The new Quelle catalogue, for in- 
stance, shows shirt-blouses for DM25 
each. Hamburg's Otto Versund had the 
same goods, in the same layout und iıt 
the same price in this year’s summer 
catalogue. 

In Quelle’s winter catalogue there 
were blouses, pullovers and shirts dis- 
played in metal stands exactly as they 
were in the Olto catalogue six months 
before. 

An Otto spokesman said: “Quelle 
knows how successfil uur catalogues 


ut layouts are not ar bY ucvtdenl. 
Neckermann, iı mail-order firm bused 
in Frankfurt, has been copying Otto's 
catalogue ideus for years, but it hasn't 
done it much good. 

At Otto headquarters in Ihe Bramfeld 
district of Famburg a spokesman said 
mockingly that a cupy can never be as 
goodl as the original. 

Otto buss Michael Otto says: “We 
have ù lead uf between six months and a 
year and we shall keep it." 

Mail-order houses look to the north 
and profit from the Otto organisation's 
ideas. Otto Versand is a cautious com- 
pany. Michael Otto, son of founder 
Werner Otto, said: “You should never 
underestimate the .competition.",He is 
now looking for challenges way beyond 
West Germany’s frontiers. The com- 
pany is on the way to being the only 
mail-order house that operates world- 
wide. 

Otto Versand has just taken on a 
country that in the mail-order house hu- 


the most marvellous prospects: the 
Hamburg mail-order house is out to 
conquer Japan. 

Japan has a population of 120 million 
and has the second largest domestic 
market in the non-communist world, 
Until now only small mail-order com- 
panies have operated in the country, 
dealing in specialised goods. 

Altogether these small operations do 
not account for one per cent of the retail 
business in Japan. In West Germany 
mail-order houses pick up five per cent 
of retailing. In Japan there is no well- 
known mail-order house offering a wide 
range of goods. : 

For three years Otto experts have ex- 
amined the Japanese market, purchas- 
ing habits, consumer behaviour and the 
competition in the retail trade. 
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One can but hope thal others will stl . 
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Irue, mainly I0 wesl European Cour 
Ires, ind business will) Auıerican will 
least not drop ofl further, : 
This will result in û high, Drovaeali 
surplus Ou current itCcount of DMS 
1 Hi is had u understand how Bunn i 
Yew of an imbitltnee ol this kind i 
reducing the 
cderal Repuhlie wiy 
ot revival UMUNE ils part 


kecp to the view that by 
Umle surplus the Federal 
caniribulc tu 


sh eign trade will brin 
MCS broil inte the arena Wh 
will regard the famentations of German 
adbuul lost markets ay Spe 
Ss drgumenls. 

The perspectives the INStULS hare 

outlined must meun thal there wil be 

SECONDE pressure 10 revalue the deutsthe. 

mark, and Washington will deman: ' 
vven mure vehemently thitl German 

trading giants shoukl shoulder interna 

tional responsibilitivs, 

Domestically. the outlook is full ol 
problems. Dependence on Cxpurts will 
cuntinue tu grow tnd û renewed shift in 
emphasis is lo he expected from the 
Tgencriatars ol expansion iıı Î ONS,” 

The inercase of domestic demand, 
hardly now 1he niin driving Torec in the 
ceconomy, treilens l6 weaken ors 


proul, i any is necled. uf how wohhly 
the much-praisedl, kısting upswing is. 
This brings to fight another weak- 
Ss. There i nol enough capital in- 
vesimcul. The institutes clkuim this 
Mears Lhial {here is a luck of dynamism 
in the economy. 

The preconditions Jor ilvesiment 
cuuldl not he hettvı. Sellen were profits 
so gout u the bank balances of kırge 
cumpiuiivs ve bil is lhe) ire today, But 

Continued on page 8 


W THE ECONOMY 


Time to stop regarding growth as 
the sole yardstick of success 


correspond tu the regular and Jistine- 

tive cyclical trend to which we have dut 

used [or decades. 

What is certain is thal unemployment 
continues to inereise, irrespective ol 
how ccunomiv changes are named, 

That is more crucial than a half per 
cent lost or gained in the national pro- 
duct. 

We should stop looking spolhound at 
the growth rate and conclude success or 
failure by the figures after the decimal 
point, 

Growth is essentizl where there is no 
growth, where there is nathing to be Jis- 
tribute, 

The dominance of this magical figure 
in political discussion rejects too easily 
û ğlance at shifls or evên undesirable 
trends, discussion ul which would be no 
less important. 

The repart Irom the five ceanomie re- 
search institutes provides material en- 
vough fer ihi, 

The chapter dealing with foreign 
lrtle is particularly interesting. Whit 
the live have to say here musl he re 
gûurded as û provocation by many of our 
Pûrtners, particularly Ihe Americans. 

The text reads: “All in all exports will 
increuse stronger in the summer hall uf 
the year than they have Previously 
dropped uff. The previous YCir's posi- 
tun will be exceeded." 

Su in the coming year exports will 
again increase, if the Iorecasl comes 
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There have luely becn i number uf 
ME ANd CuınCREly scisible up 
gesliuns iong these lines by both the 
iudiciury und the Uerfassitivsn Mic, 
the Cologne-baseul intelligence iagctty 
ht handles domestic anti apionige 
werk and monitors palilieal extrem 
isn. 

Murderers ctanot he allowed io gl 
off scot-trec, hut if it lew ol the peapk 
whe have slipped pist e brink of r- 
rarism dre peruradetd tu quit, inruuls 
coukl he made ita the hard core al the 
terrarist Sulte. 

The shock caused hy ihe Frunkfurt 
murders imong many left-wing groups 
could lead to û salutary clarification. 

A numher of protest marchers have 
already heeded the call by Bundestag 
MP Orto Schily of the Greens for un end 
to tolerance of the militants. 

They have decided to literally part 
company wilh advucales of viulence 
and no longer provide them with e 
7 ch they Tied at 
tcaflics aud un pGCSL MuLlICS. 


aside their aversion 10 the police, hur 


of years of demonstrating againsl th , 


new Frankfurt airport runway. and helf 
the uuthorities lo bring the culprits 1 
book. 

Even militunt demonstrilors are 0% 
saying hey had no intention uf enc 
raging random murders uf this kind, 
it could he the beginning of a glad 
realisation that Ibey have taken iı wr 
turning. 1 

Two policemen were murdered ® 
Frankfurt. Their killers must not Pt’ 
lowed lo exult at having nipped in 
bud promising moves toward persual 


ing terrorists and their sympalthisers ® : 


quit the vicious circle uf violence. 
Stefan Ciciger ۴ 
(Slaltgsurler Zeitung, 4 November 1987 
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dre Nol going to be dissuaded by the 

hre af harsher penalties [rom werr- 
ing û balaclava or a motorcycle helmet, 

Muking Tull use of existing legal pro- 
visions would make beter sense. Giv- 
en sufficicnUy careful preparation, the 
tutboerities can unmask cven a larger 
nunıber of demonstrators wearin 
camouflage, as at a recent Slutigart (le 
monstralion held by synipathisers with 
the urban guerrilla RAF, or Red Army 

Faction, 

Camouflige in the form of wuullen 
caps and plasıic helmets is, in Any casc, 
far less dangerous than the fact that the 
securily forces are less and less cap- 
able of assessing the potential for poli- 
tical violence. 

"They not only know less anil less 
about the hard cote of RAF terrorists; 
they know nothing at all abuut the even 
shadier categories of "after-hours ter- 
rorisis" from the ranks of lhe "Revqly- 
tionary Cellg iri e 

They also know too far.little abouı 


` the “autonomous groups" from whose 


ranks the Frankfurt killers are fell to 
havecome. : ا ا‎ 

The security forces are hampered by 
the drawback of having failed for 
months to notch up a major success in 
their fight againsı terrorist violence. 

Resignation is unlikely 1o make them 
redouble their.efforts. 

What they need ts not fresh legisla- 
tion; they lack inspiring leadership of 
the kind given by Horst Heruld, former 
head of the Bundeskriminalamt, or 
Federal CID, 


Since all other means of bringing the 
offenders 10 book have failed, building ; 
bridges ta those who are prepared to 


abandon violence is all the more im- 
portant. 


curds with their wish to praise er Jann 
the government. 

Self-eriticism was never i strength uf 
goverment or forbearance it virlue uf 
the npposition, The overall view tels 
lost in a parliamentary democracy. 

In this year’s autumn repoıt the ecuı- 
omic experts offer two clear conclu- 
sions Ihat should give all puliticians of 

dll cofeurs interested in vtuntomic af 
fairs cause for thought. : 
In the first place it is again apparent 
how unreliable (and consequenily 
worthless) forecasts are, 

A year ago the institutes said thal the 
1987 growth rate would be three per 
cent, Al the year's end it will probahly 
turn out to be 1,75 per cent, and evel 
that is an optimistic estimate, 

The institutes’ forecast trowih rate 
for 1988 of two per cent can unly he. 
then, the expression of the hope that it 
Will nul continue to decline, Within six 
months the institutes will he preseniing 
new figures ANYWily. 

This report shows how fruitless it is 
tû discuss whether in the sixth year ol 
Chancellnr Kohf's government he Fed- 
eral Republic is in an economic upturn 
ur whether the downturn has hegun. 

Since 1083 the national product 
growth rates have heen positive, actual- 
Jy since YRS they have been sinking. 

The iuterpretinien i VUry dependent un 
Ihe quesliın of definitiaıis, 

Whit is clear is thut this dows not 


. 
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UNABHAANGIGE TAGESZEITUNG FOR DEUTSCHLAND 


The German ceonomy will grow by 2 
per cent nexI year, suys the uutumn re- 
purt af the five ecunomie research Insıi- 
tutes. Klaus-Peler Schmid looks at the 
reporl and renctions to lı for Die Zejg. 


[Mf tins Wissmann, CDU econunm- 

ic affairs spokesman in the Buun- 
destag, said the mast significant siare- 
menı in the report was that the economy 
would continue to move upwards next 
year. In nother words, support for the 
CDU/CSU/FDP coalition, 

Fans Apel, of the SPD, of course saw 
it differently: “The crucial statement is 
that unemployment will increase in the 
coming year," 

He said the government in its sixth 
Ycur of office had failed to reach ils 
Inust intpartant economic incl financial 
gals. 

Bath Apel and Wissmann are right, 
The report says the upward trend in the 
tconomy would continue, expansion 
would renıain moderate and the number 
in employment would hardly increase at 

all. 

No decline in the number of unem- 
ployed could be expected. 

Economic observers have the thank- 
less tusk of having to make cistineticns 
iihey want to be taken seriously. 

Puliliciuns have an easier time of it. 
They can piçk out from a TEport sectors, 
ar even only half a sentenced, thal ne- 
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‘The saplings keep the suil moist and 
provide shade for spruce, larch, hevcl, 
fir and oak lrees Ihùl grow in their wake. 

The birch tree is the roof bencath 
which the lores uf 1e future lakes rout 
and grows. 

Sour only (ells a few birch trees when 
their foliuge grows sa dense Ihal they 
threaten to impede the growth of other 
trees hal are of greater commercial value, 

His ohjeclive, however, is to grow a 
forest ùs near fu natural as possible, ù 
combination ~— seldom seem in the Fed- 
eril Republic — of many kinds of irees 
of all ages. 

He hopues the forest renewed in this 
wuy will survive until a time when there 
are [ewer Loxins in the nir und fewer 
harmful substances are precipituicd in 
the rainfall. 

Landowners will likewise need slami- 
nı {o survive lcan years during which 
cuarnings Irum forest producls will be 
meagre. 

Their position will be particularly cri- 
tical in the 1990s when prices will col- 
lapse due to a glu of timber on the mar- 
kel. 

Count Hatzfcldı is forthrighily criti- 
cul of fellow-landuwners. Many uf ihcın, 
he says, have yel i0 rcealisv what they 
sland to lose and are carclessly living on 

harrow time. 

He feels the cmastrophic dynamics of 

the presen trend is beyond Ihe field of 
vision ol both thé tuthoritics and those 
Ily affected. 
- Stale-uwned woodland may be able 
10 recoup lasses lor decades on end 
from public funds, but “survival without 
government ùid will be oul of the ques- 
tion for private landowners.” 

Count Hatzfeldt refers 10 the furest’s 
role as an air and water filler. This, he 
siys, is a pulic service thut has yet 1u 
DY segue ysggpmpensgd by society. 

Latest findings in a number of Linder 
may indicate ë partîal recovery of cunif- 
erous woodlondl, but there are still no 
signs uf cffeclive help for the beleagu- 
ered forest. 

Siatisticul ups and downs of a percen- 
tage Poinl ur two are of no real meaning. 
A long, hot summer would spell cur- 
tins for many {rees already baclly hit, 
‘The dry spell would be the death of 
them. 

There were an unusually large nunı- 
ber of hecchnuts und acorns this au- 
tumn. Thal is a danger sign. The recs 
dre sick and overpruducing seed in a 
last-diteh bid to save the species, 

This “fruit of fear” is a sign thal a 
Irec'send is nigh. 

The German Furest Protection Socic=- 
iy has reprinted in the latest issue of ils 
journal a 1959 essay in which forester 
Karl Friedrich Wentzel outlined with 

Continued on page 13 
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Count Hatzfeldt keeps soldiering on in 
the forests of the Hexentanzplatz 


landowners and forestry officials every 
assistance and {o regard foresl rescue 
operations as a task [or the entire con- 
munity. 

The tuxin output from factories, coal- 
fired power stations and motor vehicles 
must above dll he drastically reduced. 

This is specified us an essential pre- 
condition in all debales conducted hy 
forestry and other experts. 

What can he done hy the man on the 
spot? Landowner FHatzfeldt trenchantly 
uutlines the dilemma. 

In sume cases, he says, Toreslry mea- 
sures may he ahle to cise the palient's 
pain a litıle, but foresters cannot cure 
the complaint. 

Nat even the most capibhle [forester 
will succeed in either saving existing Ur 
planting new woodland. 

Unable to effect i cure, lc adds on a 
note of sarcasm, Jurestry is reduced to 
the role of a hospice warden, easing the 
forest's demise. 

‘The experts don't expect pullution to 
decline tu ù level at which forestry can 
be plunned over a perlud of decades un” 
til carly next century. Today's lındown- 
ers can't plan lhcir work like their {a- 
thers and grandfathers (lid. 

They live in cunslant fear of slorıns that 
can change the shape of the land by tear- 
ing holes and driving gaps inlo the forest. 

The wind is thus the arbiter of where 
the forester has to fell timber and how 
much he has to scll. 


susceptible to the deprudations of 
storms, snowfall and pesls such as the 
bark heeıle. 

Trees were suhjected lo these nalural 
strains in lhe pasl, but they uscd lo be 
more rexilicnl aud weren"! debilitaled 
hy toxins such as sulphur dioxide and 
nitric oxides. 

Wind andl snow can only lay low iı de- 
bilited forest, slarting at {he edges, 
and once fhe culges have been affected, 
lhe trees deeper in the woocls are more 
casily ravagecl. 

in Count Hatzfellt's woodland, 10- 
talling several Ihousand hectares, gaps 
constantly occur. I is as {hough the for= 
est were lorn aparl by ù giganlic hand. 

Fouresler Norbert Saur does his hest 
to save whal can be salvaged. He iş keen 
to.let nalurc rejuvenate the foresl and 
allows hirch seed, which is wafted in the 
wind and costs the landowner nothing, 
to lake root in bald spots. 
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annual reporis on forest damage no 
longer upset public upininn. Eculugical- 
ly-conscious members of the public are 
aware of the facts; others don" want lo 
know. 

rec deiths have become purt of ev- 
eryday life and can be simply ignored. 
The state of ıhe Hatzfeldl forest, south- 
west of Olpe, will not shock mast peo- 
ple out for a walk in the wuods. 

It has not yet heen reduced to 1lic 
bare hones of necdlcless trees (hut point 
skyward like skeletons. Mary walkers 
may cven welcome the vicw of the sur- 
rounding countryside hat uscd to be 
obscured hy the dense woodland. 

lt svems very much as Ihougl they can 
look [forward t0 cven clearer and more 
pitnuriımic vitws in Ihe years la cume, 

The wouds are dying quietly and largely 
unnoticed ind unlamenmcul, except by lan- 
duwners tnd conservatiunists, 

Many people suspect Lhe warnings 
sounded by landowners and forestry uf- 
ficials of being mere jawboning by the 
forest lobby. 

They have yet 10 appreciate hat the 
landowners’ struggle for econaniic suir- 
vival is a struggle Tor the survival of all. 

Yet the signs ure unnistakable. The 
rol lcs Moxius [1 elt ا‎ 2 
their way into the ground waler. 

Pure wuter from woGdland reservoirs 
is pumped as ù life-giving admixture in- 
to recycled and purified river witer 1n 
improve its quality. 

The more toxic substances find (heir 
way into the soil, the less effective se 
page is as a nalural filter, which makes 
waler from the wovds progressively po- 
orer in quality. 

By the 1990s at lhe latest, city-dwell- 
ers scem sure to face water rationing. 

The [orest performs another essential 
task, When the snow melis or lere is a 
heivy Jownpuur it absorbs the water 
like a sponge. A healthy forest keeps 
floods at bay. - 2 

In the Alps the roots slop scree from 
working loose and help to prevent lund- 
slides and avalanches, bui only as long 
asthe wouds have a clean bill of health. 

So there are sound reasons to lend 


Who manufactures what? 


Find suppliers and products, 
send for quotations, compare 
prices, track down special 
sources of supply, cut costs by 
buying at lower prices. 


This is a reference work every 
buying department should have 
at the ready. 


Easy to use, just like an 
encyclopaedia: 


Products, including 9,000 trade 
marks, are arranged 
alphabetically, complete with 


ive woodland piths converge un a 
Frise known as lhe Hexenlanzpliılz, 
or Witches’ Dance Flour. If the witches 
really danced and weren't just a figment 
of popular imagination they could be 
watched nowadays by an audience of 
hundreds. 

The forest cicaring in the Hlatzfeldi 
woods, near Olpe and roughly midway 
between Cologne and the East German 
border, tells a lale typical uf Germany's 
stricken forests. 

Dense fir trees line one side of the 
clearing. Fir trees on lhe other sided are 
yards apart, providing strictly limited 
cover for young birches, beeches, 
Jarches and oaks. 

Between the lwo sections uf woud- 
land there is a wide and panoramic 
“parting” or “bald patch” running right 
down into the valley. 

Count Haizfeldt, 46. is not given lu 
dramatic gestures. He refers quicily lo 
what, for landowners and nalure-lovers, 
has been a catastrophe. 

With a glance in lhe direction ul ıhe 
clearing, bare and sadly lacking in the 
mystery that once called witches to 
mind, he says: 

“In five years lhe entire landscape hus 
undergone a lotal change. In 1982 this 
was a dense pine forest extending lo lhe 
edge of the Hexenlanzplitz.” 

There was no Iree “culling” running 
down to the valley. lt takes some iniagi- 
nation to visualise whut the clearing, 


woodland, must : 

Compare this vision with the dutum 
1987 reality and you wil have some 
idea of what has vanished in ù mere five 
years. 

Five ycars ago many people first 
heard of the phenomenon environmen= 
tal conservationists dubbed Waldsterh- 
en, or forest death. 

Bonn government officials cautiously 
referred to “furest damage uf a new 
kind.” 

The mining industry and coal-fired 
power stations strongly ohjected to he- 
ing blamed for this tree death epidemic 
and recalled that similar cpidemics had 
occurred in the past. 

Previous tree deaths had devastated 
individual areas, however, whereas'the 
latest epidemic has swept Europe, af- 
fected the Old World andthe New, and 
an end is not yet in sight. 

The first shock has long passed. The 
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The economy 
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businessmen hold back or prefer [a 
look abroad. 

Two figures are startling: in 
half of 1987 investment n 0 
rose by 3.7 per cent compared with the 
same period in 1986, iuvesiment 
abroad increased 45,5 percent. 

Little can be expecled {o help the i 
unemployed from this, from the build. ` 
ing industry or public investmenr, 
There is not much that can be cxpected 
from these quarters to give the sluggish 
cconomy ù boost. 


It seems plausible when Herr Wisy. 


mann demands: "Europeans shoud | 


strengthen domestic economic acti 


ity.” To this end the five institutes pio- : 


س 


pose once more that tax reforms, sche- 
duled for 1990, should be brought for- 
ward a year, 

They maintain that what can be done 
io improve growth conditions should 
be done as enrly as possible. A pious 
hope. 

The couclusion Bonn will Jraw from 
the autumn report is thil the Federal 
Republic should remain ur a course 
Tor growth, and that is sufficient. 

The Economic Affairs Minister, 
Marlin Bangemann, cun confidently 
pick out all the points that suil him. He 
is well served. 

He can dismiss the proposal of giv- 
ing priorily lo tax reforms with a vuğuc 
reference to “the positive growth cef- 
fects of consolidating the hudge1.” Un- 
employment is nut mentioned in the 
statement Irom Bungciniann’s ministry. 

The conclusion is nul new, bul once 
more unsatisfactory. The writers of the 
PRAATERELSEASPBSABALaRE HRT 
1nke place about its contents. Ll is not 
an effective instrument for political 
guidance. 

Even if the institutes’ forecasts are 
wrong, however, something more 
should be given than a litle obligutory 


applause for a handful of oplimistie fi- 
gures. 


Klaus-Peter Schmid 
(Die Zell, Hamburg, 4 November 1987) 


10 have studied data Processing to be 
able to work with a Macintosh,” as Ap” 
ple say. 

Instead of complex commantls, pull- 
down files clearly guide the user 
through the data jungle. Step by step the 
user and the computer jointly solve the 
problem. tt is usually just a matter of a 
quick click of the Mouse. 

Computer ergonomics is the manu- 
facturers’ answer to the physical and 
mental strain. Modern computers are 
said to be designed so you can work al 


eyeutrain. 

The latest improvements include key" 
boards designed by Tulip of Holland lo 
end wear and tear on fingernails and 
black-and-white monitor screens de” 
vised by Nokia of Finland to case eyes 
train. 2 

Six different computers in different 
categories mect all these requirements 
and pass their tests with flying colours. 
All were voted Computer of the Yeilr. 

In the hame computer category Ue 
Cummodore Amiga won ihe accolade: 
Among MS-DOS computers the fe 
IBM PS/2, Model 39, and the Tand® 
PAC 286 made the running. 

The best 68,00Uer was the Macintosh 
from Apple, the best purtable the Compa 
Portable III and the best hand-held tê 
Zenith Z 183. Afichael LöhT 


(Frankfurter Neue Presse, 22 October 1987) 
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Ww COMPUTER TECHNOLOGY‏ 


Warnings against letting the 
disadvantages take over 


Wiat long-term consequences, he 
usked, night it have for society? 

Horst Herold, the former head of the 
Bundeskriminalamt, or Federal CID, in 
Wicsbhuden, envisaged data processing 
as ù meus of fighting crime much more 
effectively. 

By means of computer analyses, he 
felt, the police should be able to fore- 
cast trends in erine ancl thus perform a 
“sanilary” role on society's behalf. 

Michacl Löwe and Rudolf Wilhelm, 
from Berlin, members of FIFF's work- 
ing party on the risks of data processing 
by the police, said the pulice no longer 
hud such far-reaching plans yet continu- 
ed to collect more andl more data. 

One consequence of this overloading 
was that simple enquiries, such as for 
the data of stolen cars, took longer and 
longer to answer. 

The entire system of police data pro- 
cessing, they said, had many shortcomings, 

Löwe and Wilhcim alsu noted thal 
people whose data found their way into 
police computer files tended to be those 
who cither committed conventional of- 
fences or were not very bright. 

The police files did nol, for instance, 
list particulars of people who devised 
new forms of white-collar or computer 
fraud crime. 

Modern techniques thus tended lo 
convey a false impression of criminal 
trends and would inevitably lead lo in- 
accurale forccasts. ٣ 

In a platform debate there was heated 
srgument over Bundespost plans for in 
ISDN, or integrated services digital ne- 
Iwork, that would provide a digital link 
between computers. 

The proposed system, it was said, 
could be misused to snoop on users. I 
automatically stored the telephone 
nunıbers of subscribers and users. 


have: heen instrumcntal in (levising the 
cuncept,. Admitted thal ISDN syslems 
ought nol without further ndo 10 be ex- 
ported to undemocratic countries. 
Steflen Wernery of the Chaos Com- 
puter Club, Hamburg, preferred techni- 
cally feasible networks in which centrnl 
storage of user (lata was not neccessary. 
Stephan Wehowsky 
(Stddeuısche Zeitung, Munich, 22 October 1987) 


Survey claims 
jobs will be 
made, not lost 


turers plan to forge ahead with the in- 
troduction of computers at work, 

Today's offices are nowhere near as 
up-to-date as they might be, given th 
range of equipment available.’ ı.2, -- 

Office machinery mutufactutcı Curıt- 
modore says the personal computer has 
yet to find its way on to the desks of 
many secretaries and clerical staff... . 

In many firms an electric typewriter 
was still felt to be the acme of modern 
technology. 

Manufacturers are still worried by 
thc attitude of office.staff and other em- 
playees toward computers and VDU,s, 

Two out of three West Germans tend to 
view. mother’s little (electronic) helper 
sceptically, and ‘even experienced PC us- 
ers frequently complain of the physical 
and îhental strain of working al VDUs. 

Manufacturers see an easy solution to 
this problem. Out with the old and in 
with the new! A new generation of com- 
puters is alt that is needed... 
` The new generation is said to be par- 
ticularly user-friendly. “You don'l have 


people. Two main fines of argument 
came to light. 

The first consisted of worries about 
the passible repercussions of centra- 
lised collection, processing and use of 
dala. ۴ 

The second was the desire for infor- 
matics wilh a human face, with more at- 
tention paid to the wishes of users and 
operators in the development of pro- 
grams incl workplaces. 

Speakers repeatedly sounded a nole 
uf self-eriticism in respect of the cam- 
puter buffs pleasure in equipment and 
programs. 

Wolfgang Hesse of the organisation's 
executive cummitlece mentioned in his 
opening address the newly-uopencd head 
uffice of ù bank that could pride itself 
on having incorporaled the latest tech- 
nology in the new building. 

The bank could indeed be proud of 
itself, he said, hui on ù visit ta the build- 
ing he had heen handed a plastic card. 

Electronic sensors were placed al 
stritegic puints all over the building. 
They tutonatically regislered his card. 

As sun ûs i visilor ur member of 
staff le the area for which his card is 


vail the Mi canndee los 
elt rst eeu Btu 
investigate. ۴ 


.ıFlesse nol only wondered whether 
this surveillance teclniquce might not 
one day be transferred to other sectors 
of socicty. 

He also noted that the transition from 
visible to invisible surveillance of peo- 
ple and buildings was an uncanny and 
worrisome departure. 


T he findings of a survey indicate that 
fears that the main social effect of 
computerisation will be to make people 
redundant are groundless. 


The survey was carried out for ihe 
Bonn Research Ministry al a cost of 4.5 
million marks and the results were issu- 
cd al Systems 87, the Munich computer 
fair. [1 shows what industrial executives 
have long known: that new technologies, 
far from desıroying jobs, create new and 
better, more highly qualified ones. 


Eighi economic and social science re- 
search institutes spent two years moni- 
toring the introduction of new teclnulu- 
gies in manufacturing industry and the 
service trades. ً 

. Their surprising conclusion has been 
thal firms which fave made a point of 
modernising office and administrative 
systems have alşo regîstèred the largesi 
number of new jobs. 

, The banks, for instance, have compu- 
terised their operations rapidly in re- 
cenl Jcars, yet over this perjod they 
have ircrcased their payrolls by over 
60,000. . : 

This was neceşsary because custom- 
ers used the. time şavcd by computer- 
backed account operations to talk long- 
er with their account managers. 

With these -findings to strengthen 
their hand, providing what Nixdorf calls 
a “social tailwind," computer manufac- 
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| ms ihe study of computers 

aml data processing, is a science 
without which madern living could not 
be sustained, 

Yet the risk of teclnicul dependence 
is nat the anly prohlem — and source of 
pPutenmtial catastrophe, Data processing 
cirt alse, almost imperceplibly, make in- 
roîtdx intu personal righis and individu- 
ill freedoms. 

FIFF, short for Forum of Informatics 
Scientists [or Pence and Social Respon- 
sibilily, was sel up three yeurs ağu to an- 
alyse these risks and warn against them. 

lU would be wrung lo pigtonhole 

FIFF in traditional left- or right-wing 

1erıns, 

Just as new technologies have led to 
ihe emergence of new jubs and activii- 
les, so they have prompied pulitical is- 
sues ind iksessntents that Lranscencl 
party-political barriers. 

A Bremen social scienlist and infar- 
matics specialist, Jürgen Friedrich, 
neatly summarise the contradictions of 
life for a critical computer person. 

“Afler a duy ùt work." he told FIFF's 

third aımual mecting in Munich, “you 
spend the evening with a group cam- 
pPuigning against plans to criss-cross Ihe 
country with ù network of optical 
cables.” 

He has polled informatics experts 
und found that three uut of fourr feel the 
use of computers coukl well loud to a 
Wer Bina wel be nick a 

About one cumputer specialist in 
tirve was prepared to swilch employer 
if his findings were pul to sucially irre- 
sponsible use. 

"The main lectures, working parties 
and platform debates a1 the Munich 

gathering werc altended by up to 50U 
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change sHuation in the USA and cashcd 
in 1|4 per cent of the Spiegel stock with- 
oul having to surrender any voting 
rights. 

The cash is to be used to build new 
warchouscs in the US, but mainly to 
make additional purchases there. 

Michael Otto believes that there is 
still room for expansion in Wesl Ger- 
many, as ever Otto-Versand’s main 
market, primarily in services. 

For the pasi year Otto has operated a 
furniture removal service and for the 
past L& months newly-ordered house- 
hold elcctical appliances have been de- 
livered within 48 hours, : 

The customer service for electrical 
appliances hus been swiftly expanded. 

Otto is in the test phase with an insur- 
ance project being developed in cooper- 
ation with the Gerling Group. 

Michael Ollo has no worries abput 
the company’s future although develop- 
ments over lhe past 20 years have gone 
aginst the mail-order business. 

People have morc leisure time, the in- 
crease in car ownêrship has madç peo- 
ple morc moþile and department stores 
and the like are more and more con- 
cerned with customer requirements. 

Nevertheless the mail-order business 
has expanded — because of low prices, 
goods are more fashionable, ranges on 

offer have been expanded and target- 


group marketing. Gunkild Freese 
{Die Zeit, Hamburg, 23 October 19%7) 
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Bestsellers 
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pair it su that il gues," And publishers’ 
redders ilseo make mistakes, Erich 
RûSler unce rejected i uk thal was 
being develuped because the outline 
was written in incomprehensible xowiu* 
logical jargon. 

The haok, hy the well-known won” 
en's libher Alice Schwarzer, appvaredl 
under another imprint and was 4 besf- 
seller. 

He siıid thal the lınguage had heen 
simplified from what hid been used in 
the outline he had seen. 

After all has heen done for the Hove of 
literature, the basic fucls ùf the mutter 
are that books are published with ıhe 
firm's bilance shevct firmly in minal. 

Christoph Buchwald suid: "Booksell- 
ers wÎ not purchase from our represen- 
tatives books hy morc than two un- 
known young authors per season.” 

He is of the vicw that if more are pu- 
blished that is being irresponsible. "You 
are nat doing ıhe authur a favour. His 
book is a Hop.” 

Klaus Rochler of Luclterhand-Ver- 
lag spoke ihuut the profession uf pu- 
blisher's reader from the economics of 
printing vicwpuint. 

He said: “A publisher's reiuler is 
someone who puts up with being poorly 
paid, has to work many hours uvertime 
and has na chances of promotion, IH he 
doesn" get oul hel he a publisher's 
reader all his life." 

He continued: "Fhere is no such thing 
as ù senior publisher's reader. The chief 
redder is the publisher himself. Nowa- 
diuys more often {han not that means 1h 
publishers muanuging director, 1he nalı 

who signs coniracts with nulbars and 
1 cC wilh the nolion 
ler might know 
bout literature but nothing 
ibou the economics uf publishing." 

Small publishing houses, hat du not 


dıtd hest in their lisl, have ta per- 
form û much more perilous tipht-rope 
del. 

Explaining hew she manuges LO suı- 
vive, Anmje Kunstmann of Frauvenbuch 
und Weismann Verlag siid: “We den't 
have an expensive administrative nin- 
chine as do the large publishing 
hous 

“We cun look out for our ditles it less 
cust, morc spontaneously, Sometimes 
we say: ler’s pive this bouk a whirl." 

The proof of the pudding is in the eal- 
ing and this method has paid ofl, for 
Weismann and Fraucnbuch pub- 
lications sell well. 

The publishing house also regularly 
discovers writers who altracl the utlen- 
tion in the critical pages of the. heavy 
newspapers. 

She said: "No small publishing house 

„Can shrviye without û lot uf personal in- 
yalyement and sume beating uf unc's 
own drum.” . 

It is a mistake, however, to think thal 
because small publishing houses are 
more prepared to take u risk they will 
automalically take up ian unsolicited 
manuscript. 

Antje Kuustmann has the same diffi- 
cultics asother publishers’ readers. 

Top. quality writing is never l0 he 
found among typescripts just sent in. 
Her publishing house reeruils its al 
thors mare often than not from the liter 
ary magazines, frum the reading and re- 
commendations of ather wriers. 

Christoph Buchwald has no lime for 
the myth of the unrecognised genius. He 
said: “We are all {oo keen on getting 


good authurs.” Emil B, Bradski 


(Nürnberger Nachrichien, 23 Oeober 1447. 
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The lectures showed therc was fertile 
ground fer an exchange ul ileus between 
ihe viırivus ucalemics. 

The contributiuns lo the syniposiun 
dealt with Heine's warks us u whol, Cer= 
nin aspevts were singled out fram his 
work andl hiography. Uncleveluped terri 
tory wus conquered by the inclusiun, itt 
the request of the Chinese, uf ihe Pictnres 
of Traveland Heine's novelislic prose. 

The lectures ulsv covered in detuil 
Heine's relations with Bûrne, Rahel 
Varnhagen, Grorge Sand and Germaine 
de Stel and gave various uutlines of the 
histarical panorama of Fleine's times, 
particularly romanticisnı that is u snh- 
ject for much comruversial discussion 
in China. 

Presentations of Heine's influcnce in 
West Germany. Narth and Latin Ameri- 
cı rounded off the Japunese anl Chinese 
contributions 1» considerativns of 
Heine's work as a whole. 

Heine's later poetry dealing with his 
Düsseldorf memories on the death of ù 
school friend were the starting point for 
an intimate ancl exhaustive presentation 
of the position of Heine taday for writer 
and publisher's reader Fricdemann Bery- 
er from Leipzig. 

A special edition of the Peking Uni- 
versity newspaper included it contribul- 
tion un Heine in China in the pas1, prês- 
ent and for Ihe future. 

There was an execllenl evening cun- 
cert in the Universily of Hecine’s works 
sel tû music hy Schubert und Schumann. 

One of the Chinese sympusium coor- 
dinalurs recommended his couniry to 
the foreign guests as “the distant land uf 
tbe lotus blossom,” Pactry lovers in Chi- 
ıa have long bven acquainted with 
Heine's exatic ûs well as his romanlic- 
German verse. 

His puliticul pres and his meck-epic 


much apprectaled in Chinn hecause of 
their discriminating Finesse, 
(Rheluische Pini, Disseldurf, 240 ctulcr 19%7, 
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W CULTURAL RELATIONS 


Heinrich Heine is alive and 
well and living in China 


nese. These lectures, anid reporis on 
subsequenı discussions, are lu be pu” 
blished eventually in Chinese hy Peking 
University. 

The lectures showed just how much 
the various scholars lad in comnıon as 
well us many nitiunul differences in ip” 
proach and in un ideological undermanud- 
ing of Heine's works. 

The foreigners presenl al the syntpo- 
sium, such as Professor Rubert Huluh 
from Berkeley. USA, were amuzed and 
to some extent share-faced, that the Chi- 
nese experts spoke of Heine as a living, 
contemporary personality. The philola- 
gists from the West were more concerned 
with the poet's historical dimensions. 

In the ten years of the Cultural Reva- 
lution hetween 1964 and 1976 literature 
was under suspicion and suppressed. but 
interest in literature not only seems lo 
have grown stronger during this period 
but il was grahbed as an essential for life. 

Heine’s poclry and prose is inlerpret- 
ed by ıhe Chinese as an expression of 
their own carly history and persunal cir- 
cumstances, 

Feng Zhi, duoyen of Chinese Germiin-’ 
ists and û respecled poet himself, gave 
the opening iddress i1 thd symposium 
before in uudience including the heuds of 
Peking University, lhe West and Eùst 
German ambiassidors, two important 
representatives of contemporary Chinese 
literature und alher parlicipums in the 

vwympositum. 


Crilure sSPCClulIsL uhan drew 
sume thought-provuking parallels ie 
twecıt Feng Zhi and Fleine. 


he numher uf press repurls un MEW 

litermure on Heine appearing from 
Chinese publishing houses is evidence 
thut Heinrich Heine is, in China, 1h most 
beloved and well known westeru author. 

A recenl international Heine synıpo- 
sium at Peking University showed huw 
well the Chinese know their Heine, 
whom they have taken to their own. 

_Prolessor Joseph A. Kruse, head of the 
Heinrich Heine Institute ind dircclor uf 
the Heine Society, both of Dusseldorf, 
took purt in the sympusium. 

He was accompanied by Dr Volkmar 
Hansen, editor vf a complete edition of 
Heine's works. 

Contacts were made with Peking Uni- 
versily and the newly-estnblished world 
literature research centre, altached to the 
university, at the end ul the 1970s via 
Professor Zhang Yushu, iı Heine transli- 
tor ind publisher, ind head uf the re- 
seareth cenire. 

Professor Zhang visited the Heine In- 
stitute 1hen ind expressed the wish to 
work together with the Heine Suciety. 

Apıırt from the Heine experts from 
Düsseldorf, there were |i other Heine 
specialists from West Germany, Eiisl 
Germany. Japùun und from the North 
Americin Heine Sucietly, exchanging 
ideas with 40 Chinese graduates of Ger- 
man stutlics. 

The Chinese hosts said thi 
from China's frontier region: 
Irom Inner Moungolia had traveled to 


sary of lhe 1» hirl. 
There were 33 lectures given al Ihe 
symposium in German, inglish und Chi- 


Lutes figures show thu al present 
here are about 3,000 Chinese in the 
Federal Republic, 2,000 Uudcnis uml 
L.0 scientists ancl technicians. 

Hivery effort is lo be made lo increasu 
Ihe numher uf use studying and seien- 
tists in exchange programmes to 3,000, 

West Germun funds ire lo he provided 
in 1J88 for ùn extra 130 grunts, inelud- 


ing Sf in the grant programme from Gier=’ 


man indusiry. 

Separate agreements have been made 
for increases in 1989, West German now 
comes after lhe USA as the most import- 
ant provider of grants to Chinese, 

First steps have been made for an ex- 
change of schoolboys and girls. In gener- 
al there is {o be an increase in exchanges 
involving young people, 

All six of West Germuny's major 
foundations have grant prngraummes und 

amant. projacain Cliinas«.- 

The cultural agreement Includes plans 
fur an exhibition of expressionist pain- 
tings from the Buchheim Collection in 
1989 and a display of “Drawings fron 
the Sixties." 

China will put on lwo exhibitions, "Yi- 
Xing Ceramics" and Chinese folk art. 
The Hamhurg Staatsoper and the Mu- 
nich Chamber Orchestra are to make 
guesl appearances in China. 

Agreements have been made for an êx- 
change of dancers and dance directors in 
modern dance (Cologne's Dance Forum) 
and fur cooperaliun in taking up Carl 
Orff's system for teaching music in 
schools. 

Other activities include the suppurt of 
translatiun projects in both languages. 

Johnny Erling 

tHannınersche Allgemein. 13 Qctuher 1947) 


Goethe Institute 
opens doors 
in Peking 


leader Deng Xiuuping in the project. The 
Guethe Institute's partner in China will 
be the stale cJucation commission. Dur- 
ing the initial three years the Institute will 
be housed in Peking's Foreign Language 
College, 

The Guethe Institute as a central insti- 
iute for the promotion of the German 
language will he open to all Chinese Ger- 
man-studies gradutes and will concenir- 
ate un regional studies. 

Al ıhe agreements signed in Peking in- 


Until now there has only been one Goe- 
the Institute in the East Bloc countries, in 
Romania. Negotiutions with Hungary have 
heen concluded and they are still undcr 
way with Poland and Bulgûria. 

The make-up of the Goethe Institute in 
Peking is something new — it will have a 
German direclor and twe deputy dirce- 
tors, One ûf whom will almost certainly 
he Chinese, 

There will be an institute advisory 
council made up equally of Germans and 
Chinese that will have to he unanimous in 
any suggestions it makes, 

The new culiural exchange pro- 
gramme, much expanded, is now sup- 
ported by more than ù dozen university 
and technical cullege partnerships. In thê 
programme there is alsa agreement on an 
increase in grants. 


WS Germany is to be Ihc first wesl- 
ern counlry to open u cultural irı- 
stitute in Peking. 

An agreement his heen signed proyi-= 
sionally in Peking hy the head of the cul- 
tural affairs department at the Foreign 
Ministry, Bartholl Witte, andl the Jeputy 
secrvlary-Benceral of the Chinese stale ed- 
ucalion committer, Li Jian, for the csta- 
hlishment of a Goethe Institute in Chini. 

After two days of negotiations û 40- 
page cultural exchange prugramme 
covering 1988 and 1989 was also signed, 
and a television studio delivered by Wes 
Germany was handed over. 2 

The studio, costing DM6m, is part of a 
Goethe Institute and Internationes project 
lo screen a 26-part German-language 
course in China from the middle of [Y84. 

Negotiations for the establishment.of a 
Goeth Institute in China have heen un- 


.1rich Genscher visiled China in the au- 
tumn of 1983. 

Problems in the project arose because 
China's centralised education system re- 
garded the introduction of an independ- 
ent, foreign institution as a forcign body. 

The French, British and Americans 

have for years been trying 10 set up siıni- 
lar cultural institutions in China. 
_ The present agreement, only initialled, 
Is expected to be given full approvul very 
shortly. hi is regarded as a pilot project 
and Rs i slep towards upening up the 
Chinese educational system. 

The-negotiations on the rights of a Guc- 
the Institute, originally regarded by Peking 
A8 Just a language institute, produced u 
compromise formula after Chancellor 
Helmut Kohl, during his visit to Peking in 
July last year, was able to interest C hinese 
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in fairy tal ail} mui 


The naive piled Upon the hackneyed 
Hanser Verlag's Buchwald, (Photo: Phy 
able pile of light literature. lt is hard 


0 careful editing for so many pli 
IC: 


This is the reason why Sybille Ter 


rahe pruposes to leuve Cullman and 
become i sAemplayed publishers 
reader. Shr viicl: “I shall not have so 
much intlueuce then, but I shull be able 
to Si Juwn with an uuthor and work on 
i Manuscript,” 

evitably one usks publishers’ real- 
cs and capy editors who go to such 
pains in the cause of good lileralure: if 
they know so much better why dont 
they write themselves? 
soph Buchwakl explained this: 


Continued on page 11 


airies and believe they only dreant 
for secunds. 

Dorothee Sûlle spoke of “lime forgot 

len ANd time-conselousnesg,” This, sht 
said, was one of the most impor tant elke 
ments in fairy-tales. 
ted tht nothing takes plac 
1 ûl is accidental, thal for 
Belling time is used lur dramatic pur 
Poses, fo make clear the stupidily of 
curth people, their inelination to a lifeof 
luxury and alllueuce, forgetful of theif 
Pronitses and good intentions. 

Recollection, for example, ol a wife. 
desertecl and then forgotten, is a symhol 
uf maturity, of it growth in a sense of re-* 
sponsibility. 

If lime in all its possible variations ü 
fairy-stories has a vital function, e 
is ignored. Most fairy-tales end will 
“they lived happily ever after," lhst ‘ 
means the end of danger, violence am 
LEBDKÎLOFÎNGAST™ Tne a 1 

Pienth happ 
in an indirect manner, seldom as in fir 
ry-stories about “Old Father Time” 35% ' 
character. 

There are stories, Celtic and earl 
German tales mainly, in which the jou 
ney into the kingdom vf death synibo” ' 
lises a riew life in which the hero 4€ ` 


quires new magical powers, 


Fairy-tales contradict the thought % | 


death and should give encourageme™ 
to life. As many experts and story-tel i 
ers say time and time again fairy 
can be a real help in life. 


Evil is not trivialised, “things haê | 


way of working themselves out” 

the evil-doer sooner or later comes! 
sticky end. The fairy-tale is still Y€ 
much alive today, and as essential | 


Richard Alexander 
(Hannoversche Allgemeine, 8 October 1987 1 


He said (hat he had never had the ex- 
perience of discovering a writer out of 
the blue. “Writers do not seem to know 
ready appeured in their suh- 


ever, 


once accepted an unsolicited manu- 


seript. 


what ha 
jects.” 


Reading between the lines 
for a best-seller But a reatler dues have ud exper 


tivity is negotiating rights, in Germany Rûssler has ùny number of people 

and abroad. among his "clients," out to improve the 
But she docs not put aside any manu- Work. 

seript that comes to her, They are all There were two authors who believed 

read. they could tefute Einstein's theory uf 

To keep down the daily flood of relativity. ln cas sueh as this Rûssler, iı 
manuseripts that come to her she en- historian by iraining, could sce that 
a outside er, who write repor1s e 2 i the manuscript, 

nuscripts, „ he said, “Î send books on themes 

She sail: “Most people who write arg SCP As this to an expert in physies or 
too involved with themselves” Writing the sciences, pPresupposing that I could 
هآ‎ for them a kind of therêpy, the slory- ا‎ there was something in it some- 
ine inevitably dull, 

“1 get a lot of private memoirs from A ticklish point for publishers’ read- 
pensioners who have time lo write The SS at 8 goment is poetry. Public in- 
worst is that they invariably go to such ein POSHY fas alle E E 
a 1o explain just why what ا‎ E 2 look for manuscripts 

€Y did at any given time was right." 8 ا‎ 

Corry Theegarten-Sehlotty, Sybille Terrahe of Goldmann Verlag 

er SaYS said: “ 
ا‎ e with young authors down to desk E : ا‎ that lands on my 
writing, RE they 0 n When, for instance, the rase for a he- 
Bili We 10 published e ا‎ loved is mentioned, then she knows that 
way.” she said. stralg ihe e is suitahle for a puetry album, 

RAE Ei 0 not for iı book, 
ell ا‎ e She explained thut trend lyıis Were 

befare submitting a RE again currenlly in demand. “Thit means cun- 

E ا‎ E Ing lo terms with the tone of the times 

E Rosler, non-fiction reader nd without trying to buler anything up." ۹ 
n itor at Crtelsmann Verlag, has Although uver the DIST i ٣ 
e le with Joung writers, He ex%- work Uf û high li 1 Cn : 
0 that this was because one had to biished hy Goldmann. iii. n 
rk ا‎ Paticutly on û non-fiction Hiturature x more the exeepli i 
0 E a e writin rule in the Goldmann il [1 is d4 
E Mwpolni where ûn imag for; ishi TSR 

inary Worl is impo £ r iı publishing house to change its im- 

Rieshor hne horn nı Horinlemnnn far YE 


2 MH Fienry munih 4K p 
LO years and in all this time he lus only with the Goldmann imp 


any pvople Jdrcanı of writing a 
bouk and sp becoming famous, 
respected and rich. The path to the 
athievement of this ambition, however 
is tough und full of frusiration, 
More often than not altempts to write 
end up in a cul-de-sac. The ambition 
falls by the wayside and remains a 
dream. 

The [irsi hurdle a potential nuthor 
has le surmount is the publisher's read- 
er. ‘This implies mare thar just reading u 
book. The render is judge, critic, teach- 
Cr, Inanager, jobber and psychiatrist al] 
in onc. 

in 1he well-known Hanser Verlag 
Christoph Buchwald is in charge of the 
nuelry and fiction department, Unsoli- 
cited manuscripts froni authors tll over 
the place stand in piles on ù special 

desk. His own desk is far too small for 

the masses nf typeseripis he receives, 

„You could drive a publishing house 
info bankruptcy if you took on a gradu- 
dle in German studies to reid ıhrough 
all these," Herr Buchwald dL. “With 
sum pructice you can tcl} fairly quickly 
ee A Manuscript is good ur use- 
ess. 
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More often that nut the latter is true 
There ix a slandlard loler in the re. 

bulfed author explai ing that it is im- 
possible lo go into details but Ihe maınu- 
script is rejeeled, politely but firmly. 

"OF course we gu through cvery 
manuscript. We want (o discover a Boul 
iuthor. That's how a puhlishing house 
nukes money,” [lerr Buchwald said. 

But mast of the miunuscripts lhat puss 
through his hands are naive in Ihe ex- 
treme. “} am convinced thal few of Ile 
people who send MANUSCrIPDIS {0 US iic- 
Wally real books, 

“Otherwise the language would not 
be su puor and full of hackneyed 
clichês. And the Ihemes are hardly orig- 
inal," he commented. 

Nevertheless over the past few years 
a few writers have managed Io cscape 
fram the anonymity of the piles of 
manuscripts and get published, 

Another, less well-known, path to a 
publisher is via a literary agent. This 
avoids the costly business of hawking a 
manuscript from door to door. An agent 
knows where best to try, and place a 
manusctipt,.. ` TREES 

Hanser Verlag, for instance, is not in- 
terested in crime novels or children's 
books. But despite this, Hanser con- 
stanlly have books sent to them which 
arc of no interes, 

The agent must pay considerable at- 
tention to the publisher's interésts for in 
this way the successful agent maintains 
the confidence he has established with 
the publishers reader, 

Corry Theegarten-Schlotterer oper- 
ates a literary agency in Munich. She 
said: "I can only get anywhere with 
about three per cent of tlhe manuscripts 
thal are sent lo me. And of those ] se- 
lect, only about ten per cent evenlually ' 
are accepted by a publisher." 

It goes withoui saying that she does 
not make a living from recommending 
manuscripts to publishers. Her main ac- 


O upon iı there was ù prin- 

2 cess who was pricked by a Bolklen 
spinning whecl and slepl for une hun- 
dred yeurs — until a handsome prince 
apptared, kissed her and the mitgic spell 
wns lifted from the king's daughter and 
Ihe kingdom. 

Everyone knows the fairytale of Frau 
Holle, in which a girl steps inlo a foun- 
lain and so passes into another lime- 
world. 

. Almosl everyone knows the tale of 
the Monk of Heisterbach, who did noi 
believe that before God a thousand 
years were bul a day. : 

Time plays an important part in all 
these fairy-stories, It is not time that is 
strictly measured In terms of seconds 
and minutes, however, although even in 
fairy-tales the clock Lower strikes twelve 

„ and a gateway closes for ever at mid- 
night. 

. .. Î fairyzatories time is the right mo- 
ment when the right decision must he 
made, when fate can be determined. 

Time in fairy-stories is a fascinating 


and many-sided theme. The Euro ean 1 
Fairy-Tale Society, which met this ar a o ef E MOO 0 


merchants came into their own. TI‏ 0 ء 
i olsenkirchen, Concentrated on this moved about Europe and divided 1‏ 


ear into new sections, 
The question of time in fairy-tales ai under a E 
2 the subject of lectures and was a Itis not surprising then that in the fai- 
eme considered and analysed from Ty-tales from Fortunatus, one of the 
many sides, 1 hero's wishes to go forward faster to 
Otto Betz, until afew years ago a the- overcome lhe limits of time and space 
ology lecturer in Hamburg, said in his As fairy-tales have their own realit 
address, which opened the congress, time can work according to its 0 
: tbat fairy-stories, with their language laws, a hundred years can pass by like a 
rich in imagery, reflected the experi- day — or as in Indian tales (welve years 
ences and problems of mankind. can pass in a world of irreality in les 
ı One of the a ad is to grab than 3Û minutes in human time. 
; e¥ery Opportunit the hairs, i iû i 1 
E 0 ا‎ y 0 a nol Lonely giants iù Celtic tales hear the 


Singing of fairies and f ime i‏ „, و 
The apparent contradiction in the flash, they remain for 2 ie land‏ 


It’s always time 
to tell a 
fairy-tale 


presentation of lime in fairy-tales is in 
fact a proof that time is relative. The 
tellers of fairy-tales knew this long be- 
fore Einstein — a princess sleeps for ù 
hundred years and for the Brothers 
Grimm three years are like three days 
for the drummer-boy, 

. Historian Horst Wenzel showed in 
his lecture how historical time had 
changed the sense of time towards the 
end of the Middle Ages. 

In the late Miiddle Ages quite Jiffer- 
ent elements emerged in fairy-tales, ref- 
lecting society, In therenrlier tales the < 
knight and knightly vulour, fuitics und 1 
magic swords played an important role. 
They were not included later, 


rE 


اشا 


Everyone 8 in a ferment over the solar-powered Rappenacker Hiûtte wine bar 


{(Photu: Rita Weber) 


Electric power is nut used indiscrimi- 
nately, however. Sophisticatecl energy- 
saving arrangemcıMs are un essential 
purt of the project. 

All equipment wus selected for low 
energy consumption, and special cir=- 
cuit-breakers were installed to prevent ù 
breakdown causcd hy loo tnany devices 
heing used simulancuusly. 

No matter how much care is taken, 
someone mighl inalyverlenly switch un 
ibe freezer at the sume lime us the dis- 

hwasher is running, IF this happens, one 
ul the iwu will diulematically be 
switched uff, Loal-shcdlding, they call 
it. 

Herr Linder says the system requires 
new thinking. Yuu cun" just switeh onl 
UY, deye Shyncyyr the Taney takes 

: E OEMS 
supply is sullicicit to run 
ihe washing machine even when il is 
ruining, but the fanıily makes ù point of 
whenever possible doing the washing 
when the Sun is shining. 

Yuu need to develop power manngu- 
ment to a fine art, he says. The syslen 
wont work unless yuu pay û certain 
dtinount of Mention lu clcetail. 

There have been nu maintenance 
problems yet, That is hecause the keen 
young projecl engineers Irom Freiburg 
call round every week lo ensure that the 
system is in perfect working order. 

They check and rcarranze equipment, 
campile and evaluale data, aud the 
Fraunhofer Society hopes the Rappe- 
necker Hiütte will be landmark in solar 
energy development. 

The Sun, they suy, is the only inex- 
haustible source of energy. It is also en- 
vironmentally sound. 

Bruno Linder sees il in even simpter 
terms, "The electricity is free," he says. 
No more electricity bills! 

Karl-Orto Sailer 
(Hannovezsche Allgemeine, 22 Ocıober 1987) 
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in the Black Forest. 


hill farm. No clectricity, jusi candles 
and oil lamps. 

Then the farmer and his wife, a cou- 
ple from Oberried, down in the valley, 
decicled to convert the old farm into a 
har. 5 

The Freiburg solar research scientists 
worked out that conversion to solar 
puncls and photayoltaic equipment 
wuuld cost only half the price uf laying 
in mains electricity. 

Baden-Württemherg, the Bonn gov- 
ernment and the European Community 
were prepared 10 foot must of the bill 
fer what wus 10 be a pilot projcet, su the 

cost was further reduced. 
Herr Linder says Mat cxicl decuuUnms 
of the outlay from viariuus sources ul 


inane Biye vel ju be ruy up. Al DG _,,i 
DAT E 


work. 

A more imporlanl puint thin Ie ex- 
iCl cust of this particular project is Ihe 
Fraunhofer Society's estimate Lat simi- 
lar facilities, industritlly manufactured, 
would cust between DMGO,OOO anl 
DMBSUDUN to install. 

Herr Linder is not quite right in say- 
ing it all comes from the rauf, His elec 
Irie power comes [rom the Sun. 

lis energy is absurbed by 40 square 
motres of solar panels on the souih-fac- 
ing roof and converted into electric 
power by a system of regulators, hatter 
ies and inverters. 

The Fraunhofer Instirute says the 
Rappenecker Hütte has the firs1 sular 
Power syslem in Germany that runs en- 
tirely on alternating current (hence ihe 
inverter). 

Solar power is either converled 
straight from CD into AC or stored in 
54 hatleries in a spare room for use in 
an emergency, 

The solar power supply, 220 volts of 
Ng. 1 . 
equipment in the 


ectrica household. 


He added, on a note of pathos but in a 
manner entirely appropriiıte to the situ- 
ation, that: “We feel, in keeping with re- 
sponsible industrial executives, that still 
more must be done," 

A later generation uf foresters, such 
as Count Hatzfeldt, still await a change 
for the better, 

Asked whether he felt.there was any 
point in his work when atmospheric pol- 
lution continued to increase, he says: “I 
don't feel it's allin vain.” 

He stops for breath, shrugs his shoul- 
ders and adds: “So 1 will simply soldier 


on." Michael Brand! 
1Külner Slalt-Anzeiger, 
Colugnc, 27 Ortarher 1987) 


e 3 
Dying forests 
Continued from page 9 
amazing foresight the link between vehii- 

cle emission and tree death. 

“Wounds and trees," he wrote nearly 
30 years ago, “can only exercise to the 
full the curative properlies they are 
known to possess if atmospheric pollu- 
tion is kept within bounds, allowing the 
sensitive biological unit we call the for- 
est to survive,” ۴ 

He readily conceded that industrial 
would face technical and economic dif- 
ficulties if it had to retain smoke and 
dust. 
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It’s sunshine all day and 


at the pub 


solar panels on the roof. The 300-year- 
old farm 1,000 metres up in the hills isa 
pilot project, the first building of its 
kind run solely on solar power. 

Herr Linder and his family have heen 
proud tenants of a sun-run home since 
the beginning of July, when the solar 
power syslem, clevised and installed hy 
the Fraunhofer Solar Energy Systems 
Institute, Freiburg, was inaugurated al a 
ceremony allended by leading polili- 
cians. 

This summer wus unpredictable, to 
put it mildly, so the first few months 
have been an exacting test. 

Does the solar generator produce en- 
ough power when the Sun „does nat 
shine as brightly as it should in a wine- 
growing area? 

The first two months proved the 
point. Il Joes. Throughout this period 
the red light on the control panel never 
switched on (which would have meant 
the diesel generator was in use). 

The diesel generator is a1 the ready, 
for salety's sake, {o make sure clectric 
power is available in poor weather when 
ihe solar power is not enough. 

Bruno Linder for one, not having had 
to switch over 10 the diesel, is satisfied 
witlı the performance af his solar power 
syslem. 

He came hy it more by cuinvidence 
than by design. Until 1985 the Rapp 
necker Hile was a typical Black Fourent 


Meteorological stations 
all over the world 


1 in these new reference 
ied the data arranged in see-at-a-glance tables in tl , refer 
E They include details of air and water aa E 

idity, sunshine, physical stress of climate, wind conditions and fri 
Rays £ of thunderstorms. 


to distant countries and for stientific research. 


Basic Tatreand figures [or every country in the world form a preface to the 
tables. The emphasis is on the country's natural statistics, on climate, 
population, trade and transport. 


The guides are handy in size and flexibly bound, indispensable far daily use in 
commerce, industry and the travel trade. 


Four volumes are available: 


North and South America. 172 pp., DM 24.K, 
Asla/ Australia, 240 pp., DM 24.80: 
Africa, 130 pp., DM 2480; 
„ 240 pp.. DM 24.80 


Look it up in Brockhaus 
F. A. Brockhaus, Postfach 1709; D-6200 Wiesbaden 1 


night down 


if ll cı frum 
u mean tu say it ill comes 
e roof?" a cusıomcr asks the 
Iandlord as he replenishes her quarter 
liıre of Baden wine? “Oh yes,” siıys mine 
host Bruno Linder. And he docsır't 
mean the wine. ١ 
His chalet bar not far from Freiburg. 
the Rappenecker Hütie, is i favourite 
ith Black Forest hikers. 
He and his guests don't just talk about 
the weather or the scenery. The chalet is 
run entirely on electricity generated by 


Continued from page 12 


further between. He is clearly caught 
between career prospects and the de- 
sire to get back home. 

Monika recalls that the knowledge 
of sheer geographical distance weighed 
heavily on her during her first slay in 
the United States. 

She says would-be lenching assis- 
tants al North American universilies 
would do well to be mentally stable 
and able to withstand the change. 

They must also speak good English. 
They will often be teaching first semes- 
ters wilh no prior knowledge of Ger- 


man. 

Above all, they must enjoy teaching 
and be keen to iry out anything new 5 
and lo do so frankly and without hesi- 
lation. 


Irene Gammel 
(Suurbricher Zeitung. 22 Ocluher 1087) 


Europe/ USSR 


15 November { 987-No, bn 


The trade union wing reiterated i 


Uemanedls: shorter Wurking lI 

: 8 hours, 
vr cli 5. Working Coldlitiong would 
then improve Ulomitically, 


Miuisiy officials PrompIy re 
that teachers, as Vii Servanis 0 
CSpttal fo work 100-per-eey 0 
™ i lasting intpression on 1 
DIS GU Dey must be expr 1 
E 0C CNPCCLCL OSA an 
. The teachers then argued that il vy 
Frustiatig ler hath them and their p 
Pils to have lo knowingly Prepare 7 suk 
Skıntial number of le JYuung peuple taugkt 
fu unemployment oie they left school 

Fram this puint un the drpUments 
Went round in circles, Oughi SOE Ry 


to be firsı hinged? Or, more Precrd, 
HST it be chiingeul? 1 


in the end Wolfgang Knies, the Pis 
ent Education Minister of Lowel iw 
ony, sald he hil heen shaken to kat ; 
how great a sense of Ponsibility am 
Sûcial commitment teachers fel: 
“Î was shocked and worried when | 
realised just bow much teachers are ex- 
Peviedl te a." 

Yet he risked nu ulCNtPI 1o say bowa 
valve night he opened to relieve pres 
SUF on the profession, 


tn terns ol Milss Iycholagy, he sud 
the pubhe heh ÎÛ iuuard [edtvhen in 
Much the vame wily is ihey regardala 
bid cuttee hean: 

I onr bean is roen andl inky, he 
boul smell vil pollute the entire jar, 

Whit hit mute, those whe intel ali 
Û upprakhal of schoul anl soughl 
Al julEmMEnIS of their own musl 


Hie memions bureaucratic problems ' 


£ 


H 


1 


ind financial cunsideraticrıs, while ad 
miiug Ihut interest in exchiang 
stheınes is definitely on the inercase. 

“We receive many enquiries from 
America whether we might be interest 
ed in cooperation,” Frau Friedrich Siys. 

She attributes this growıh in interest 
to the internationulisation of the ucad- 
emic world anl to People with overseas 
experience standing a hetter chance of 
Promotion in Americi, 

After her year in Maryland! Monika 
Anna lel sufficiently qualified to apply 
for ù job in adult education. She now 
teaches German for foreigners. 

"Before going to America I wouldn't 
have known how to explain to a fortiğn- 
er the difference in German between the 
accusative and the dative cases,” she 
SRYS. 

Most assistants who work in America 
teach German. Only a minority leach 
ather subjects; 

‘Tubingen -student "Aenfrr-Scttaafsh- 
ndi ls wurking a» ù tutor wıth first 
semester physics students at MeMaster 
University. He is also working on a can” 
cer research programme. 

He too hopes his work in Canada will 
be seen as an additional qualification 
when he applies for a job back home in 
Germany. 

“Everyone knows what the job situe” 
lion is for student teachers in Ger 
many.” Marcella says. She hopes her job 
experience in Canada will help her tf 
find a full-time job at a private school 
back home. 

Achim has even been asked lo stay o 
in Canada and puhlish his research find” 
ings, hut after a year abroad he is keen 
to return home. 

He owns up to feeling homesick and 
Says the letters from homc are fewer and 

Continued on page 13 
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Teaching slowly declining 
in public esteem 


history, iecess to SE common ras 
i Germi schonls is almost baued. 

In all Linder the intake uf Young 
tethers is such a trickle iis le be almost 
tegligible, and there is little prospect of 
Is ONE ûs nuıbers ul children 
and public funds are in short 


supply. 

Fhe alarming ideit of a teaching pro- 
Fossion tit is SCY prowing older is 
far from an exuggerution, By the end of 
lhe century n generation of G0-year-alds 
will be Preparing German Younğsiers 
fer life. 

How cun an entire profession retain 
its self-esteem when it is prevented, for 
whatever reasons, from taking part iı 
the general trend foward shorter work- 
ing hours? 

How can it maintain its self-respect 
when intellectual rejuvenation is virttu- 
ally ruled out because recruineim uf 
Yuung teuclters is reduced to iı trickle? 

How can ils 1 its sense of ils own 
worth when students who swt heir hearty 
and minds on ui 
dismissed is Touls (heeause they st; 
little or no chance ul geting û job)? 

The conference woukl not have been 
truv to type if the teachers haul not trict 
to take demic look ut the entire is 
sue, which they did. with the inevitahle 
consequences, 

They 
1 . 


Fe on what 
1M ur his social 


Thrown in at 
the deep 
end in America 


At these weekly mectings the suhjecls 
discussed included how to react if, for 
instance, one Student was insolent or 
another fell asleep. 

Monika and Marcella had to mark 
their students" essays and tests, which 
required a great deal of tact. 1 

“Many assistants had ideas of stricı 
German sıandards." Monika says, She 
tried to adjust to the more easy-going 
outlook of her host country, 

Marcella had to do 10 hours work a 
week, including preparation, “But marking 
work at times took even longer,” she says. 

She was paid $750 a month by 
McMaster and exempted from paying 
Student ducs, which was ù Cuusilciabie 
bonus, 

Student dues are high and assistants 
are usually expected to study as well as 
teach. Marcella was also offered a scho- 
larship to enable her to travel during the 
summer months. 

Both she and Monika crossed the At- 
lantic as part of exchange schemes be- 
tween their respective universities, 

Mathilde Friedrich of the foreign rel- 
ations department at Saarbrücken Uni- 
versity says these exchange facilities are 
initially based on informal contacts. 
“After a while,” she Says, “an attempt is 
made to formalise them by means of a 
contractual agreement." 

Professor William Slater of McMas- 
ter University Says: “It is easy to launch 
a programme of this kind and hard lo 
keep it going,” 


ir 


Wl EDUCATION 


de- 


had IU per cent of its St quota, yef 

sume lessons still went uUnmstpervised, 

A trade union official echoed his sen- 
timent, suying: “We bve the chuice of 
tither working less, in default uf duty, 
ur dutifully Working our Way foward û 
heart attack," 

Teaching is work tht takes pluec in 
puhlit to a greater extent than almost 
any othr, Jot much of the really banek 
breaking work gOes unnoticed by the 
public. 

“AJ that peuple see,” said a Hanover 
senior school teacher, “is when | mow 
my lawn from 3 ta 5 pm. They don’t see 
me marking exercise bouks from 5 p.m. 
till midnight." 

Viennese eduentionalist Professor 
Markın Heitger tried to alleviate the 
general tenor of gloom hy means uf a di- 
diucıical trtek. Fle tril Provocation. 

"When teachers art talking abou 
1hemselves." he toll ihe conference, “we 
are well Advise to think in terms ofa la- 
ment.” 

His adviee, Surprisingly simple, way 
for then te take the is, es seriously, but 
nut themselves, 
This Wiggin seemed to wurk, 
conference Went on ta cancvniriite on 
level-hetded analysis of the teucher's 
Stills İn saciely rather than un tear- 
Stained cuntemplatian of themselves, 
The depressing conclusion they 
reached was thir teaching had become u 
closcd shop. For the irst Lime in their 


The 


Fireh educatiunalist and philasa- 

pher Jeun-Jacques Rousseau noled 
in the 18th century the importance uf 
foreign Lravel for initiation, 

Like his Lite, many German ex- 
change students and assistunts spend 
lime at universitius abroad. 

They there nai only sue tnd compare 
how others live — in terms of politics, 
society and the arts — but learn the 
ways ûf a new worl and new ways far 
from hoıne. 

“What I liked best was being allowed 
ta teach without Supervision, being sim- 
ply 1h rown in at the deep end and on my 
own in charge of a class," says Monika 
Anna, a Saarbrücken University student 
of English literature, 

She spent a Year at the University of 
Maryland, near Washington, D.C. 
teaching young American students Ger- 
man, 

“1 wouldn't have been allowed to do 
so in Germany without full academic 
qualifications," she says. Even aga pro¬: 
bationary' teacher she would, at least ii 
itially, have been under constant sUPET- 
vision. 1 

. Yet in Maryland she had been given a 
single test, then left to‘her own devices 
in charge of a class of students not much 
younger than herself, K 

Despite initial stage-fright the freedom, 
independence and self-reliance thar came 
with the new world made her stay in Am- 
erica an invaluable experience, 

Marcella Hölz from Tübingen says 
she too taught her own class as an assis- 
tant at McMaster University in Canada.. 

Once a week she and the other assis- 
tants had conferred-with the head of de-: 
Partment on their progress and. the 
cCourse.. 2 . 

“But I was able to interpret the guide- 
lines-as I saw fit in my own course,” she 
says. 


discussing why their 
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A bout 300 teachers spent wo day 
Osnahriick 


Profession has slowly but surely 
clined in puhlie csicum. 


The conference way the brainchild of 
Ciworg-Berndt Oschitz, former Eduea- 
Saxony, who 
Must have felt, in û moment ûf philaso- 
phîcal rellection, it couldn't be right for 


lion Minister uf Lower 


teachers to be hell in such law repute. 


How law? A teacher trom the Bremen 
tırea exhibited in Osnabriick a small but 
select assortment uf mementoes of a 


teacher's life at the turn af tle century. 

Those were the days, today’s teachers 
mûy feel, when the Prufession enjoyed 
respect, 

They were the days when ã portrait of 
the Kaiser gazed sternly from the wall 
and the master Razed no less sternly 
down at boys three to a desk, with a red- 
hot coal-fired stove in onc corner. 

They were also days when jokes were 
critekedl that survive to this day, includ- 
ing four lines of doggerel verse about 
leachers no1 work ing all that hard, 

[The English verse that best conveys the 
leu seriblhlecl on a Turn-of-the-century 
German hlackboarcl is the following, hy 
Hilaire Belloc, ahaut a spendthtilt son 
who bankrupts his Piirents ind enls up as 
“something in the City": 

Even now u1 23, 

he hus to wark ta keer alv. 

IH dax ong fram H0 4, 

Jor half the Year or e ver more, 

Wirth but an hour ur to 1u spel 

at henvheon with ıt C UY friend] 

As all Germans know, contpulsury 
schooling ends ut lunchtime, Sa they 
can only be sure tha teachers work half 
the day, if that! And those holfdays! 

There could hardly he û nore striking 
contradiction between thu fact that pur- 
Ents entrust their neuresl and dearest, 
the children, tu the teaching prolession 
tor half the day and the qually urdeni- 
ible fact that they aren't much im- 
pressed by teachers in gencral. 

Parents may no longer see 
Prussian NCOs who have 
changed ihe 
classroonı. 

They may no longer bc afraid that 
teachers are members of the loony Left 
intent on drip-feeding their children the 
poison of revolutionary cant. 

Yet the social standing of the profes- 
sian inexorably continues to (lecline, 

In the early 1960s the Allensbach 
market research Organisation started to 
ask Germans how they rated primary 
school teachers, since 
when their kudos has taken one clob-. 
bering after another, 

They used to be at the head of the list, 
where teaching was felt to rank along- 
side doctors, university lecturers and 
clergymen. 

They have now plummeted to about 
20th place, marginally ahead of journal- 
ists and opera singers. 

Widespread Prejudice apgainét' the 
teaching profession is reflected in Ihe 
adages: “There are three reasons for be- 
coming a teacher: the Christmas holi- 
days, the Easter holidays and the sum- 
mer holidays" and “Born, became a 
teacher, went on holiday, died." 

When TV interviewers asked people 
in the street how they fell about the 
claim, made' by most teachers" associ- 
ations, that the Profession worked too’ 
hard and too long, the camera team said 
most people burst out laughing, shook 
thetr heads in disbeliéf and were genér- 
ally amazed. : 1 

Why, delegates wondéred in Os- 
nabrück, was teaching, of all profes- 
sions, so profoundly misunderstood? 

“Sehool is sick," said a headmaster, 
“and it makes staff sick too," His school 


teachers us 
mercly ex-. 
piurade ground for the 
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BW HORIZO 
NS U wamen in the Federal Border Police 
being trained in the use of weipons,™ 
H ft contes ta it two women, suppuri- 
ed by Frau Scnft, will take û test eiıse 1 
their right u almitance into the Bun- 
deswehr to the administrative vcuurt in 
Cologne. 
However Frau Senll fears thir the ar- 
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Guests at a youth hostel no longer re- 1 
gard the warden as “a senior school- | 


wı FRONTIERS 
Youth hostels become more like hotels 


masier." It would be asking too much 
and il would be hopeless. 

Hans-Joachim Drewniok of the Riehl 
guest house said: “We can appeal to our 
guests to be quiet at nighis and not to 
smoke in the rooms, but we cannot rcal- 


Pressure increases on the 
army to accept women 


ly throw people out." 

The development of overnight stays 
over the pasl year or so has nol been 
satisfaclory from the DIH point of 
view. 

In 1978 there was the record number 
of almost eleven million overnight stays, 
but that dropped to 8.8 million last year. 

Youth hostels in cities do well, but 
the counrtyside hostels have had a bad 
time. 

One main reason for this is that char- 
itfable organisations are no longer offer- 
ing so many holidays as they uscd to do 

because grants have had to be cut as an 
economy measure. 

In addition there has been a drop in 
the number of boys and girls al school. 


Activities 


With a view to making an overnight 
stay in a youth hostel more attractive 
youth hostel wardens organise interest- 
ing activities, 

Ruth Wittmers, wardress at {he Kron- 
enberg youth hostel in the Südeifel, goes 
with her guests looking for herhs. 
Others organise hikes for the day and 
grill parties. 

The youth hoste! organisation hopes 
to cuunier the downward trend by in- 
creased public relations and drives lo 
reach target groups. 

Itis hoped thal youth hostels will he- 

_ A COURP.AIDOICL AMTaARLiVE. for the handi- 

"enppced and, in view of the thaw in 

West German-Eas! German relnlions, 

it is hoped that there will be more ux- 

changes with young people from the 
German Democratic Republic.. 


TAULS PEG: 


as the dormitory images fades 


from youth hostel walls, Regulations 
that Ihe hostels were open only lo hikers 
have long since disappeared. 

But the youth hostel organisation 
continues to apply rules separating the 
sexes and prohibiting drink. 

The main changes to be scen are in 
the comfort now offered. 

Guesls stil have 1o makc their own 
beds but slıowers have been installed al- 
miost everywhere. There are now telcvi- 
sion, table tennis and hobby rooms, and 
even discos in today’s youth hostels, 

Nevertheless the DJH management in 
Detmold is frustrated that the old image 
of youth hostels still persists among the 
general public. 

Press spokesman Bert Pichel said: 
‘Youth hostels still conjure up the im- 
age of rough, woollen blankets, dormi- 
tories and stew to eat.” 

In fact the proverbial youth hostel 
stew (EintopÊ) is the exception rather 
than the rule. Catering at the hostels is 
now up to hotel standards but the prices 
are kept down. 

The role of the youth hostel warden 
has also changed considerably. Former- 
ly he was an authoritarian “nature boy" 
with a buslıy beard and knee brceches. 

But today he is like a manager under 
stress who only wants to be masier of 
the organisation's computer programm- 
ing. 

Many youth hostel wardens complain 
ih they are over-worked, hul value 


DERHE YEY PE 1 
tradesnıen to theologians. 
Giünter Krnlik, warden at the youth 
hostel on Bonn's Venusberg, said: “This 
is certainly a trying job. You often have 


Tifê, Iron 


boys and girls, keen on hiking, with 
cheap overnighl accommodation. 

Three years later he equipped Burg 
Altena in the Sauerland with 15 palli- 
asses and foot baths. The first German 
youth hoste! went into operation. 

This developed was in tune with the 
anti-civilisation spirit of the 1920s. The 
call from the youth movement, the Wan- 
dervogel youth movement and the gui- 
tar players of the time was “out from the 
grey city walls" to try and find refuge 
from hideous modernity in unspoilt sur- 
roundings. 

In 1933 the youth hostel movement 
was taken over by the Hitler Youth. 


After the Second World War the Ger- 
man Youth Hostels Association (DJH) 
developed into a giant. Last year ii 
boasted more than one million mem- 
bers, and last year the Association re- 
curded 8,803,844 overnight stays at its 
hostels. 

Something of the founder's vision of 
providing homely accommodation for 
tired, young hikers, has been lost. As 
late as (he 1960s criticism of the ideal of 
the simple, natural, healthy life were 
loud. 

Tt 


Gl hostel uraanisaliol Wis 
the clouds with its romantic image of 
hiking in the country. Its regulations 
were Prussian, just as in the times of 
Kaiser Wilhelm. 


esl Germany has 557 youth fos- 
tels with u total of 71,816 beds, 
but the Cologne youth hostel at Riehl, 
on the banks of the Rhine, is perhaps 
the most comfortable and the most re- 
laxed in the country. 

Sixteen-year-old Katja from Soltau in 
North Germany complained that she 
could not smoke in her room as she lit 
up in one of the recreation rooms. 

But she was delighted that there was 
beer at the bar, that the youth hostel did 
not ciose its doors until half past mid- 
night and that even late in the evening 
amusing people could be met there. 

In facl at midnight the eight-storey 
building was like a dovecot. Anyone 
who was nol well on the way to dream- 
land in his or her bunk then would be 
rudely awakened without any doubt, 

The door opened noisely, two Ameri- 
cans, wiry, wearing leather jackets and 
T-shirts, carrying huge rucksacks, came 
in, put on the light and threw them- 
selves, clothed and unwashed, on unoc- 
cupied matresses. 

The West German network of youth 
hostels ranges from modern guest 
houses to half-timbered buildings that 
have beer renovated in the countryside 
like romantic, but uncomfortable, old 
castles, in large cities as if they were in 
isoialed rural settings. 

The differences in comfort are ref- 
lected in the prices charged: one night 

with breakfast in a “simple” youth hostel 
o فد‎ iin 2 bakes bhol 


DMI? 2 
Not only are the furnishings different 
from youth hostel to youth hostel but al- 
so the people who stay in them. 
Cily youth hostels are much pre- 
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Wants to run in the New 
on... Barbara Bergkemper-Marks. 
(Fholsi, 


New police chief أ‎ 
is 36 years 
old and pregnant 


B irl Bergkemper-Nfitrks h hef 
x Suman ta be appointed a pulice chief 
in West Cierny 

After Ne for pr HilitCy (she CApECIS i 
chill this mond she will fake up lr Ap 
Pumtmen in Leverkusen. Nurth Rhine- 
Westphalia. carly in Luk, 

Frau Betpkemper-Akairks, 34, lis been 
lopS IM MME of the joln she lis held in the 


She is an unusual elyil servan in eve; 
ay. keen on sporî with tı amb iHiuıı lora 
hon. She writ" 


Zz 
ج‎ 
2 


© Belet \r- 
il fot heutertani 
dnl press alficer for the Isr ( ps ol the 


MY would not touch wirh ù harpe pole 
Won wha went fu court over lie i 
SUt. 
© his mile in irdepth study 
Û What is needed to admiı women int a1 
my barracks, Only in this wiy can 1h 
cîrars he AVG that ovcuried whe’ 
the First Femi reciuits juined ihe Re} 
FBiiu Army. 

Ingrid Bacek, 27, wis u 
omen whu vnlisted in th 
Bly il HOTS, Shc is Muu 


te uf Ihe viah 


Belgian srmed fore sttioncd 
kersdorf, near Cologne. 

We were the Fuinva-pips. Funda 
MeREUlY our superiors hinl ne idea how 
they shoul! deal with Us. Some Were pil- 
ternal, others showed us whiny whit 1 
she recalls, 


Her blonde hii is crew cut which is 
Mere practical when che is un Mûna 
CUYE, 
Her training Hted ive years. Fhe 
first months of basic truining were the 
Wor — crtwling about in mud, on the 
un Until she bropped, ol dele cournes 
hurliny AMtKNK Hcniades, | 1 minus 
and firing with autoneuie Weipons, 1 
She vind that. unlike the men. they 


Weir phhed le the limits ol their endui- 
ance. 


There Wis UIITTTE 
moditiun For, unlıke the n 
Mut pul inte dormitories { 
Tuunts with two hed aul û shower 


lngril Buvck Tegitrdecl this as “un un- 
Continued on Paqe 16 


About accom- 
len, they wete 
Mt Were pit vı 


all-male image 


it u discussion held hy She 


Bunn constitution. Renmite Schmidt, de 
Pulty chairwoman uf the SPD parliimen- 


kiry party, 
the SPD-oriented 
Foundation: 


Friedrith Eber 


2 Fhe armed forces dilre not the usual 


kil of vmpluy 
wld mean th 
kill. 

But Rerini Sent is vovincedl that 
she CAN push women, unarmed lu Ihe 
Torcmast rinks of the drmy. 1 

She Pnints oul that the Warsaw Pact 
ie and Nato stiles include 
25000 Women in their irmetl forces, 

Her CûnIpiign iş iılsu sltpporled hy 
the FESUS of surveys in the Federal Re- 
public which have shawn that 58 er 
cent of the Poptkution, and 5û per ا‎ 
of women, believe that women should 
Nu longer waive the right to voluntver lo 
serve ds saldiers. 
1 Women have ihe same chance d3 men 

for Promotion in the Bundeswehr's 
medical service, There ate 138 women 
FVII ila prafessiunils in the Army 
ind five female ductors have reached 
the rank of colonel. The athers serte in 
lwer vommbsianed ranks, ٠ 
1 Bur ihe Delente Minbtry lel it he 
known Heit there were nu Plans in the 
oftiny I Aicnd the employment oul 
e inthe armed tore, 
2 ا‎ 1 atl Senfi hi NU heci purt 
1. She vail: "Women TiN serve 


is pilots in jets an i 
e helicopter 1t 
out 
huving 1o chande Basie Taw. "1 here ure 


er. In serious situations it 


i women would hive to 


Border police's 


Putting pressure on 1he 


Soler Gtadtingciger 


Ww: don't want Yung hunnies whas 
F bPnttanis yet ean pinch. but sult 
confident women with qual rights iy 
the arıny," id Regina Sent. 0 
Frau Senft, carefully NMitfe-tp, is 30 
the mother of (wa daughters and self- 
Appoinled spokeswuman far German 
girls who are 1 
Bundeswehr, the German armed forces, 
ln Bonn she has set in nurtion iı wont- 
en in the armel forces Cnpuigit ûs part 
af which she hurries from ONC discus- 
slon to another, 4 
She represents girls and women who 
wu lo storm the last bastion Of nile 
domination, the armed forces — but hy 
Peureful means. 
Fru Senft is cert 


iinly nı gunw 
hut she has decided tu NE tHE E 
of Ihe Defence Minisiry iı Hardthûhe 
nol lor herself, bur for the others, 
She demands iha women should he 
dHowed to serve in uniform. bur un- 
armed. In this she is SUpported by the 
Free Demacrars, ج‎ 
The FDP party conferened in Kiel 
volved support for women it the ire 
forces on equal terug with men, ineluud- 
ing the currying of weapons. Fur thhA to 
he inrrouuced here would biiye to bein 
umendlmem 10 Busie L, . the 1944 


1 url (hein 
€ with the Federal Border Po- 


heir enmpany leader ANd instructor, 
Wullgine Som erer, welcomed 


07. ç jogs 30 kilometre. She is zil kern أ‎ : 

Wg enme Someier. 1 ۰ 3 ارات‎ E ferred schoolboys and girls and The youth hostels have now changed to work 16 hours a day, but 1 can divide Markus Sehwering 
ES E ends with the latest intak a readin. school e There are also a lot of their ways. Old rules that girls should up my work without having lo ask any- (Kölner Stadı-Anzeiger, Cologne, 
E ela Sak n n e 8 E 11 EY AL Cologne Lini“ loners who hilch-hike from one major not wear trousers have disappeared one." 15 October 1987) 


She said: “We went on a couple of 
night manoeuvres and learned how lo 
get over a small stream.” 

In serlous matters she can get private 
coaching from hcr husband, a lieule- 
nant-colonel at the air force press de- 
partment in Wahn, a suburb of Cologne. 

She could order her husband about 
for she is senior in rank, but in private 
life he seems to play the leading role. 

There is little to recall the army in her 
work as a medical officer except per- 
haps the epaulettes. she wears on her 
white doctor's coat and the warrant offi- 
cer who sits outside her consulting 
room rather than a nursing sişter. 

“Although the regulations do not re- 
quire it once a year she takes part in a 
firing practice course. 

An instructor said that she was a 
good shot, “and why not? The best civil- 
iar shot in the world is a woman." 

Asked how she would react when it 
came to shooting in action she said thal 
she would only fire in self-defence or to 
defend her patients. “I would never al- 
tack. As a psychiatrist | am mainly con- 
cerned with talking to people.” 

Generally speaking Dr Genius-Herr- 
guth believes that if women are given 
the same opportunities as men in the 
armed services, “they must also be pre- 

pared to perform to the same stand- 


ards. Ute Kaltwasser 


(Kûlner Stadt-Anzeiger, Culegns, 
26 October 1%87) 


When she arrived in the morning she 
learned to pitch her voice in command 
higher and sometimes she put a recruit 
under arrest. 

She finds nothing extraordinary in all 
this. She has been uşed to the military 
life since she was a child, Her father was 
a major in the regular army. 

She admits that her venture into the 
armed forces has given her a great deal 
of pleasure. She is proud of her unfemi- 
nine profession, 

When she attracts everyone's atten- 
tion at an official evening reception, 
wearing a long, blue evening gown, il is 
very pleasant, she says. 


ertiortemateurffeêrsTtî tfié’ 


Bundeswehr make sure that their femin- 
inity is obvious in their uniforms, said 
Dr Ranihildis Genius-Herrgutk, a co- 
lonel in rank and head of the neurologi- 
cal and psychiatric department at the 
main military hospital at Koblenz. 

She was also a pioneer when, ten 
years ago, the Bundeswehr admitted 
women for a career as officers in the 
military medical service. 

Unlike the young Belgian women Dr 
Genius-Herrguth did not have to go 
through a period of basic military frain- 
ing. : 

She has a short-service commission 
ard was shown when she joined up the 
differences in rank, brisk forms of com- 
mand, and was told how much of her 
hair could show from under her helmet. 


Continued from page 14 


necessary provocation" and asked her 
superiors lo change things for the sake 
of peace in the barracks. 

She said: “Girls are now accommo- 
dated in dormitories.” 

The Belgian Arnıy jis 90,000 strong, 
including 3,417 women. One has 
reached the rank of captain. 

And how do women get on in an army 
of men? 

When they were put into quarters 
they were told: “You can have one 
friend, but make sure you don't get 
pregnant.” 

Thinking of her training Ingrid Baeck 


ered much, “but we were happy when, at 
the end of a year. almost everyone of us 
had a steady friend. From then on we 
were taboo for the others.” 

Ingrid Baeck's friend of her training 
period is now her husband with the 
same rank of first lieutenant. 

They cook and clean the house to- 
gether, but Ingrid Baeck alone takes 
care of the laundry and the uniforms. 

On manoeuvres they are separated 
because they serve in different arms of 
the service. 

On manoeuvres she changcs her tai- 
lor-made uniforms (she has ten which 
she has paid for herself) for boots, steel 
helmet and dungarees. 

She has had the training every fully- 
ırained soldier has had. She com- 
manded a supply and transport unit. 


city lo the next in Europe. 

Thc trend today is, however, for more 
and more clubs and associations to hold 
their conferences in youth hostels, 

‘The picture is different in the coun- 
tryside. Many groups stay at youth hos- 
tels in the country for holidays, particu- 
larly church groups and associutions 
linked tO a charity. They are cyclist 
groups or young people travelling on 
mopeds. KESE EE 

There is a trend noticeable here also; 
family holidays that have been much 
publicised by the youth hostel organisa- 
tion. 

Many families regard a holiday in a 
youth hostel in beautiful surroundings 
as ideal. The Zundels from Essen, for 


„their eight children at the youth hostel 
af Bad Nîtirstereifel_Two rooms were 
reserved for them. 

Financially the youth hostel holiday 
for the Essen family was a very good 
deal: the parents had to pay DM1,935 
for two weeks bed, breakfast and even- 
ing meal for themselves and their eight 
children. No charge was made for the 
two youngest, aged under four. 

The youth hostel idea is 68 years old. 
In 1909 elementary schoolteacher Ri- 
chard Schirrmann was taken unawares 
by. a'summer shower while out hiking 
with his class in the Bröhllal. 

The local village teacher came to the 
Tescuc and let Herr Schirrmann's pupils 
stay the night in the village school. 

This decided him that a system 
should be devised to provide school- 


ısily she was the fil lemale lawyer lw ٤ 


work in the alfice ol the clritirinan ul the 
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Regional Couucil ln Culopne. Sie was 20. 
il onc of he1 colleagues it 
Ditincel that the civil service 
£ ON "tvnapgers.” 

rS liter she was the first fenuıle 
Imemhvr of ihe main committee ûf tlw SPI} 
Stale parliamentary purty. 

She w Sfeırecl to the Ecluca- 
1 since JOSS, she has 
headed the Jeparlment dealing with the 
ulfairs uf the education ministers confer 
ence ind the Bundesrat {the Upper House 
in the Bundestite). 

A short while ago the North Rhine- 
Westphalian Interior Minister Herhert 
hip she_:ulmies 
sounded her oul far tlie ioh if T.evrrknen, 
Frau Bergkemper-Marks sail. 

Prime Minister Johannes Rau mer 
tioned that she hud been tppuintud in 2 
lhrow-away remirk in û wite parliument 
clehate. She regards herself is Jiheril and * 
convinced thut she will be uble to get on 
with the men al pulice heakyuarters in 
Leverkusen. 

She says with self-confidence hut not 
arrogance thal it i a matter of muking 
right decisions. She helieyves hut the must 


1 
important factor is to ofler sound leader" 
ship and be fair. 

She Joes not repird herself a ù caf 
woman and has nu major ambitions. Much 
that has happened to her has been “luck: 
she said. But she Jorts have one promising 
attitude. “I am simply delighted over ever 
dramatic jub change." pu 
(NurJwest Zetung, Oldenbutg. 22 Oetuoher 19%7) 


Sechnvor, . whose Jeaders 


The Police Federation explained tht 
It woulkl be cunlrary to Busie Law if 
Wintec Nere Put into active service with 
Wcipons, ا‎ 

The induction of the 3 1: women inlo 
Ihe BUS now raises the question wheth- 
cr ihe bun on wometr serving in the 
irmed forces shoulcl be put ã 

It legislators regard the Federal Bor- 
der Police as a “national police foree” 
then the Interior Ministry will he ub- 
liged to think again un the qucsiion of 
women in the armed servicus, 


dpa/rtr 
1 Hamburger Ahendhlutt, 2 Oclnber [ox 2 


APhotee: AP) 


the service includ 
ciınnot he shorte 
The women wi 


¢ beight — the girls 
ا‎ 1.05 metres, 
1 Hl later serve i 5 
Police Pitrol units, Ju E 
there is no question ul them being en- 
Fitted in canıbat unin, : 
Acearding 10 the regulations BOVErN- 
ing the BGS only speciiıl units tian go an 
MCIVC service in defence uf the Feler: 
Republic. 0 
The West Germ 


an Palice Federati 
has welcumed Ihe ا‎ 


3I women i 
Federal Border Pulice, bur 0 
called for Ihe abolitian Of any military 
Fale for the Border Police, 


“this historic mon 
Puting them iat 
For the first lime since the 
Police Was sel Up in 1952, the 31 wir] 
calidales are tO be triincd alongsidu 

123 male Border Police vtiudets, 

0 being welcomed into ihe ser- 
vice they were Iaken {u the ing 
$torcs to be fitted oui, 2 E Eloihins 

About 1.000 youn i 
١ U00 E wumcen applied 
when itl was decided 1n open up BOS 
tu the fair sex. The short lbt was made 
of 120 women. They had to take an 
Induction texi and then ami 
hoto be examined 
The candidates were drawn from 


Flenshurg ‘in the north t 
stance in the south, E 


The training for 


dimed a1 


Boarder 


uation. The Training comes to an e 

: he 1 nd af- 
teran 18-month Probation period, 

The wanen will be instructed in theo- 
ry and practice, just like the men, and 
trilned in the ùse of wWeaporis. 1 


Thè only distinction is that ihe sia ıo 


seven hours of obligatory sport per - 


meré. : 


